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One of three new brine ponds (left side) will come on line next spring. Crews are currently laying a poli-liner on its bed and walls, while excavation 
continues on two other brine ponds just north of it. This photo, taken from the top of the tailings pile, shows a majority of the PotashCorp mine 
site facing west.

BY CHRIS ISTACE
During a tour of PotashCorp 

Rocanville’s mine expansion 
sites, I came to a quick realiza-
tion: To fully comprehend what 
the $2.8 billion expansion at the 
potash mine entails, it can’t be 
read about, heard about or even 
seen in pictures or on film.

Whether it’s the three new, gi-
ant brine ponds, the expanded 
rail yard, the tons of heavy ma-
chinery moving tons of dirt and 
gravel, or the solitary drilling rig 
tucked in a bush clearing at the 
site of the mine’s new service 
shaft, one must see the project 
first-hand to fully understand 
how immense it is.

Last November, PotashCorp 
announced a $1.8 billion expan-
sion to its Rocanville operation 
in response to growing global 
demand for potash. The expan-
sion is part of a company-wide 
plan to increase PotashCorp’s 
production capacity. Projects are 
also planned at their Patience 
Lake, Cory and New Brunswick 
mines.

In Rocanville, the expansion 
will boost production capacity to 
5.7 million tonnes per year, an in-
crease of 2.7 million tonnes.

In July, the company added a 
further $1 billion investment to 
the Rocanville expansion, bring-
ing the total cost of the project to 
$2.8 billion. The expansion will 
create 269 new permanent posi-
tions at the mine. Once all the 
hiring is completed, PotashCorp 
Rocanville will employ 641 peo-
ple, up from the 372 employees 
currently working there.

The expansion involves sink-
ing a new service shaft about sev-
en miles northwest of the town of 
Rocanville. Office facilities will 
also be constructed at the new 
mine site.

The current service shaft will be 
converted to a second production 
shaft. A new underground con-

veyance system is being built to 
transport ore from the new min-
ing area to the production shafts, 
and a new mill will be construct-
ed next to the existing mill.

Other portions of the expansion 
include an increase to the mine’s 
shop capacity, a new warehouse, 
a new tailings deposit area lo-
cated on the western portion of 
the existing mine property, im-
provements and an expansion of 
the mine’s rail yard and a new 
product storage facility that will 
double the mine’s storage capa-
bilities.

At the existing mine-site, a 
tour of ongoing expansion proj-
ects—which are really just get-
ting started—takes an hour. Just 
outside the main gate, bulldoz-
ers, rollers and dump trucks are 
leveling and compacting a sand 
and gravel parking area for office 
trailers. The trailers will be set up 
for some of the multitude of con-
tractors arriving to work at the 
mine through the next five years.

Just beyond that work is the 
most noticable feature of the 
expansion—the giant containing 
wall on the north end of a three 

zone brine pond area. Located 
just southwest of the mine and 
west of the tailings pile, the brine 
ponds cover an area of  about 188 
acres—the size of a small lake.

In Zone 10 of the pond—the 
section farthest south—poli-liner 
was already laid on about half of 
the pond bed and walls. The liner, 
which covers a three-foot thick, 
compacted clay base, will have 
sand laid on top to complete the 
leak-proof basin.

PotashCorp day-shift supervi-
sor Blaine Jones guided me dur-
ing my tour of the existing mine 

site on Nov. 6. He said Zone 10 is 
scheduled to come on line in the 
spring of 2009. PotashCorp had 
planned on expanding the brine 
pond facilities before the $2.8 bil-
lion announcement, putting them 
ahead of the other portions of the 
mine’s expansion.

“It was just kind of included in 
the scale of the full expansion,” 
said Jones. “It was already in 
progress, so it will be ahead of 
other parts of the project.”

Also part of the brine pond 
expansion is a new brine return 
pump house, which will move 
the brine solution between the 
mine and the storage ponds.

Work has also begun on the sev-
eral buildings being constructed 
at the existing mine site.

Just south of the mine’s train 
car loading dock, the piles have 
been set for a new paint shop and 
a storage facility.

On the opposite side of the 
building, the concrete foundation 
was already in place for a new re-
agent mix area. The building will 
be used to prepare and store the 
solution of chemicals used in the 
process of separating the potash 
from the salt.

Like the brine ponds—which 
were best seen from the top of the 
tailings pile—you need a bird’s 
eye view to see the rail yard ex-
pansion. From the top of the 
mine’s production head frame, 
you can see a new set of tracks 
running west to east, curling to 
the south just past the east side of 
the mine. Besides the new line, an 
older rail line is being expanded.

When complete, the rail yard 
will double its capacity to load 
and ship out potash from the 
train car dock, Jones said.

Just below the head frame, 
more land has been leveled for 
office trailers and a new parking 
lot for employees sits waiting for 
pavement.

Continued on page 2 ☞

Chris Istace photo

A pair of drill riggers bring pipe out of the hole being drilled at the site where Potash-
Corp Rocanville will excavate a new service shaft north of Rocanville. Core samples 
are being taken for geological testing before the actual shaft sinking begins. 
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As the surface tour at the existing mine 

site ended, Jones pointed out one more 
thing; something that wouldn’t have been 
noticed if he hadn’t said anything.

Crews were moving large metal parts 
into the service shaft. The parts were being 
taken underground in preparation for the 
construction of the mine’s new conveyor 
system.

Jones said that just moving the parts un-
derground means months of work.

While work at the existing mine site is 
at full throttle, activity at the new service 
shaft site is just getting started.

The site—which will also have offi ce fa-
cilities located just south of the new shaft’s 
head frame with a picturesque view of 
Scissors Creek to the west—is located four 
miles north and two miles west of Rocan-
ville. The new mine property will include 
three and a quarter sections.

From the existing minesite, the new ser-
vice shaft will be 20 kilometres to the west. 
It’s on an old farmstead known as the Sut-
ton homestead.

Mine general superintendent Vance 
Thom drove me to the site, explaining 
what is currently taking place there.

A new road has been excavated in a fi eld 
leading to the property that will contain 
the PotashCorp Rocanville mine site. As it 
curls to the north, it crosses a marsh which 
collects the headwaters for a creek that 
meanders back to the mine.

“We’re trying to preserve the wetlands 
surrounding the new shaft, along with the 
trees. Many of them are oaks,” Thom said.

The trees will border the head frame of 
the new shaft, but on Nov. 6, the bluff of 
trees surrounds a drilling rig taking core 
samples from a pilot hole for the shaft. 
Geological samples brought up by the rig 
are being studied by engineers and geolo-
gists to determine what kind of formations 
lie underneath the site.

Once complete, the pilot hole will reach 
a depth of about 1,100 metres. On the day 
of my tour, the drill was reaching a depth 
of 617 metres.

The drilling is being done 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week by a crew of 16 
workers. Including geologists and engi-
neers, there are 15 people on site at any 
one time.

The core sample drilling is expected to 
be completed in early December. The core 

sampling is the second stage of testing, the 
fi rst being a 3-D surface seismic to study 
the underground geologic formations.

Thom said there will be challenges for 
drilling the shaft. Among them is the Blair-
more Formation, a water bearing forma-
tion that contains a mixture of sand, clay 
and water. The core sample drillers have 
already worked their way through the 
Blairmore Formation, Thom said.

“It’s a major water bearing formation 
that is essentially at sea level and structur-
ally not very strong,” said Thom, adding 
that there are several more water bearing 
formations below the Blairmore.

To combat the potential damage caused 
by underground water sources, about 
three dozen more holes will be drilled in 
the area to a depth of about 640 metres 
and the earth will be chemically frozen. 
The freezing, which will take three to four 
months, should give the water bearing for-
mations enough integrity for the shaft to 
be drilled through it.

Once the freezing is complete, the head 
frame foundation and the shaft collar will 
be constructed over another three months, 
and another three months after that, the 
concrete headframe should be near com-
pletion.

“I would say that at about this time next 
year, we should be starting on the shaft ex-
cavation,” Thom said.

That will involve the movement of about 
180,000 tons of earth to a depth of 1,100 
metres. Thom said they will have a mining 
machine cutting a path underground from 
the current minesite, waiting for the shaft 
to be completed.

Once the integrity of the shaft has been 
deemed safe, the underground mining 
machine will cut into the shaft, complet-
ing a tunnel from the existing mine.

Currently, mining is taking place un-
derground a few miles from the new site. 
Thom said miners have almost reached 
Highway 8 about a mile south of Spy 
Hill.

Before excavation, however, accommo-
dations have to be set up for crews work-
ing on the project. Thom said a 100-man 
work camp will be created in a fi eld just 
east of the service shaft site, and a second 
400-man camp will be set up at the current 
mine site.

Accommodations are also being sought 
off site as well.

Shaft excavation scheduled to begin next fall

Chris Istace photo

A construction crew works on the new reagent mix and preparation 
facility, one of the fi rst buildings to be constructed at the existing Pot-
ashCorp Rocanville mine site.

Chris Istace photo

A bulldozer operator waits for the dump truck to unload gravel in an 
area at the mine being set aside for offi ce trailers to be used by compa-
nies working on the PotashCorp Rocanville expansion.

2008 INVENTORY BLOW OUT!!2008 INVENTORY BLOW OUT!!2008 INVENTORY BLOW OUT!!

CALL TOLL FREE: 1.800.880.4533        PHONE: (306) 435-3313
MOOSOMIN, SK

www.celebrationford.com

Available
At

101” x 24‘ Enclosed Sled Trailer
5’ V-Nose

2 - 5200 lbs Axles
Plus Much More!

$11,499

101” x 14’ Enclosed Sled Pkg
5’ V-nose

2 x 3500 lbs Axles

Black with Alum Wheels
Plus Much More!

$9,900

2 x 6000 lbs Axles

3 Way End Gate Ramps 
$9,900

Enclosed Cargo Trailers

Starting at 
$5,395

Speed Loader

Many to Choose From
Starting at $5,995

5 X 10 Tilt Bed Utility
Single Axle

2990 lbs GVWR
$1,995
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#1 HIGHWAY • MOOSOMIN, SK • TOLL FREE 1-800-209-4628 • PHONE 306-435-3367 • FAX 306-435-3626

 Remaining in stock:
 • 2008 Chevrolet Impala LS Sedan (Mocha Bronze) 

• 2008 Chevrolet Equinox LS AWD (Black) 
• 2008 Pontiac Torrent AWD Podium Edition (Sonoma Red)

•  2008 GMC Sierra SLT 2500 crew Duramax 4x4 (Stealth Grey) 
• 2008 Chev SIlverado LT 2500 crew Duramax 4x4 (Stealth Grey)

• 2008 Chevrolet Equinox LS AWD Team Canada Edition (Deep Ruby Red) 

1-800-209-4628
CONTACT ONE OF OUR HELPFUL SALES PERSONEL
MURRAY GRAY 435-2947
JEFF MCGONIGAL 435-4919
DON BRADLEY 435-2426
ROB BRADLEY 435-3561

Sales Dept. Hours:
Monday - Friday

8 am - 5:30 pm
Saturday

9 am - 2pm
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www.lhbradleyandson.gmcanada.com
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Dealer Lic.
No. 347

“We Want To Satisfy You”

3.4L • auto •  PW • PL • Keyless
 Alloy wheels • ABS • Onstar • Black

3.5L Flex Fuel, Sport 
Package, 22,000 kms

NEW

$1
9,

99
0

Sedan, 3.8L, XM, 
Chrome Wheels, 

Remote Start, 19,000 kms

NEW

2008 Pontiac 
$1

8,
99

0

Sport Package, 
20,000 kms

$1
9,

99
0

Sedan, 3.8L, Auto, PW, PL,
Alloy Wheels, 26,000 kms

NEW

2008 Pontiac 

$1
7,

99
0

Sport Package, 
19,800 kms

$1
9,

99
0

4 DR Sedan, 2.4L, Auto, PW,
PL, AC, Tilt, Cruise, 

22,000 kms

2008 Pontiac

$1
7,

99
0

SE Sedan, 
25,000 kms

2007 Pontiac

$1
4,

99
0

CXL, V6, Luxury, 3.8L, 
Leather, Loaded, 

55,000 kms$1
9,

99
0

5 DR, 1.8L, Auto, PW,
PL, AM/FM CD, 

Alloy Wheels, 83,000 kms

Vibe

$1
4,

99
0

G5 Coupe, 4 cyl., 
5 SPD, AC, Tilt, Cruise, 
AM/FM CD, 50,000 kms

NEW

$1
1,9

90

3.8L, Leather, Loaded,
Gold Mist, 80,000 kms

$1
8,

99
0

3.8L, Leather, Loaded,
70,000 kms

$1
7,

99
0

G5 Sedan, 2.2L, Auto, 
20” Wheels, 71.000 kms

2005 Pontaic

$8
,9

90

2DR Coupe, 2.2L, Auto,
Sunroof, 60,000 kms$9

,9
90

3.4L, Auto, Sunroof,
108,000 kms

2004 Pontiac

$9
,9

90

4x4, 5.3L, Flex Fuel, Auto,
Sunroof, Loaded, Leather,

44,000 kms

NEW

$3
7,

99
0

4x4, 5.3L, Auto,
49,000 kms

$2
4,

99
0

3.5L, AWD, Auto, PW, PL,
45,000 kms

NO

$1
8,

99
0

4x4,  Cloth, Loaded, 4.2L, 
Auto, New Rubber, 

137,000 kms$1
2,

99
0

Extended, 4.2L, Auto, ACT, 
PW, PL, New Tires,

98,000 kms$1
9,

99
0

8 Passenger, Ext. Van, 3.9L, 
Auto, PW, PL, DVD Ent.,

16,000 kms

2008 Pontiac
Montana

$2
1,9

90

7 Passenger, Local Trade,
New Tires, 

106,700 kms

NO

7 Passenger, Ext. Van, 3.5L, 
Auto, DVD Ent., Captain Chairs, 
Alloy, Remote Start, 89,000 kms

NEW

$1
3,

99
0

Ext. Wheel Base, Quad 
Captains, 3.4L, Auto, Cloth, 

Loaded, 96,000 kms

NO

$7
,9

90

7 Passenger, Ext. Van, 
Loaded, Leather, DVD Ent., 

181,000 kms

NEW

2002 Pontiac
Montana

$5
,9

90

Crew Cab, 5.3L, Auto, Fully 
Loaded, Leather, Sunroof,

58,000 kms$2
9,

99
0

Crew Cab, 5.3L, Cloth, 
Loaded, 60,000 kms

NO

$2
4,

99
0

Ext. Cab, 4x4, 3.5L, Auto, 
AC, Tilt, Cruise, 27,000 kms

$1
8,

99
0

Ext. Cab, 4x4, 5.3L,
73,000 kms

$1
9,

99
0

Ext. Cab, 5.3L, 
72,000 kms

NO

$1
8,

99
0

2WD, 4.8L, Auto, AC, Tilt,
Cruise, 100,000 kms

$1
3,

99
0

4x4, Ext. Cab, Diesel, 
Leather, Loaded, 

149,000 kms

NO

$2
5,

99
0

Ext. Cab, 4x4, 6.0L, Auto,
Tow Package, Nice Shape,

134,000 kms

NO

$1
2,

99
0

HD Crew Cab, 6.6L, Duramax 
Diesel, Leather, Fully Loaded,

Sunroof, 55,000 kms$3
9,

99
0

Ext. Cab, 7.3L, Diesel, 
Power Stroke, 216,000 kms

NO PST

F-250

$9
,9

90

Reg. Cab, 4x4, 4.3L, 5 Spd,
AC, 300,000 kms

NO PST

1500

$3
,9

90

Auto, 4x4,
314,000 kms

NO PST$5
,9

90

3.8L, Auto, New Front Tires,
215,000 kms

NO PST$1
,9

90 9 Passenger
NO PST$5

,9
90

 • 2008 Chevrolet Impala LS Sedan (Mocha Bronze) 
• 2008 Chevrolet Equinox LS AWD (Black) • 2008 Chevrolet Equinox LS AWD (Black) 

• 2008 Pontiac Torrent AWD Podium Edition (Sonoma Red)
•  2008 GMC Sierra SLT 2500 crew Duramax 4x4 (Stealth Grey) •  2008 GMC Sierra SLT 2500 crew Duramax 4x4 (Stealth Grey) 

• 2008 Chev SIlverado LT 2500 crew Duramax 4x4 (Stealth Grey)
• 2008 Chevrolet Equinox LS AWD Team Canada Edition (Deep Ruby Red) 

2008 Chevrolet Silverado
HD Crew Z71 • Duramax Diesel Clearout
• Was $61,915 • Save over $18,000

★ ★

• 2008 Chevrolet Equinox LS AWD Team Canada Edition (Deep Ruby Red) 

3.4L • auto •  PW • PL • Keyless3.4L • auto •  PW • PL • Keyless3.4L • auto •  PW • PL • Keyless3.4L • auto •  PW • PL • Keyless3.4L • auto •  PW • PL • Keyless
 Alloy wheels • ABS • Onstar • Black Alloy wheels • ABS • Onstar • Black

2008 Chevrolet Equinox
★ ★

NEW

NEW
NEW

Cars

NONO
SUVs

NO

NEW
NEW NONO

Vans

NO

PAID

NONO
Trucks

$22,870

2008 Chevrolet Silverado

$43,900

SOLD

SOLD
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Tell us your story
Do you have a story or photo that you think would be of interest to people

across Southeast Saskatchewan and Southwest Manitoba. Send it to us!

We will not have room for everything, but we would love to see your submissions!

plainandvalley@hotmail.com

Rider offence falters in Western semi-fi nal
BY CHRIS ISTACE

The conclusion to the  Saskatchewan Roughriders 2008 
CFL campaign was polar opposite to the way they opened 
the season.

After going 6-0 to start the season and fi nishing second 
in the West Division with a 12-6 record, the Riders faltered 
on home turf in the Western semi-fi nal, losing to the B.C. 
Lions 33-12 last Saturday.

Rider quarterback Michael Bishop got the start, but 
failed to guide the offence to a touchdown. In the mean-
time, he completed 14 of his 27 passes for 172 yards and 
threw three interceptions.

Backup Darian Durant replaced Bishop in the fourth 
quarter, going three-for-seven for 82 yards. Late in the 
game, Durant drove the offence inside the B.C. 10 yard 
line, but Saskatchewan failed to score, turning the ball 
over on downs.

As a team, Saskatchewan turned the ball over seven 
times in the game. They fumbled four times, recovering it 
once, and turned it over on downs once.

B.C., meanwhile, fumbled twice, recovering once.
Saskatchewan’s only scoring came from Luca Congi 

with four fi eld goals. The Rider kicker hit a pair of three-
pointers from 19 yards out, and another two from the 46 
yard line.

On the other side of the ball, the Rider defence held 
off the B.C. offence through much of the fi rst half, but 
quarterback Buck Pierce patiently developed momentum 
through the game. He would ultimately go 23-for-31 and 
throw the ball 221 yards.

But it was the B.C. defence that put the game away. Li-
ons defensive halfback Ryan Phillips intercepted Bishop  
with 6:29 left to play and ran the ball 54 yards for the fi nal 
major score of the game.

The West Division’s fi rst-place Calgary Stampeders 
now host the B.C. Lions in the West fi nal on Saturday.

In the East Division, the Edmonton Eskimos crossed 
over for the semi-fi nal and defeated the Winnipeg Blue 
Bombers 29-21. Edmonton faces the Montreal Alouettes 
in Saturday’s East fi nal in Montreal.

The Eskimos are the fi rst crossover playoff contender to 
advance to a division fi nal since the rule was established 
in 1996.

Chris Istace photo

B.C. quarteback Buck Pierce fi res a ball over a pair of Roughrider defenders during the 2008 
Western Division semi-fi nal at Mosaic Stadium last Saturday. Pierce went 23-for-31 and threw 
one touchdown pass in a 33-12 Lions victory.

Chris Istace photo

Although he had pre-game concerns about the cold at Mosaic Sta-
dium, Lions runningback Stefan Logan carried the ball 18 times for 154 
yards in their West semi-fi nal win over Saskatchewan.
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Mattress Sale

President
High Loft Pillow Top

• 744 Titan tempered pocket coil • memory foam topper 
• latex topper • 2" ultra foam

Double Set
Sale Price

$1499
Queen Set
Sale Price

$1599
King Set

Sale Price

$2149

346 King Street, Virden • Phone (204) 748-3331

WE CARRY MATTRESS SETS FROM 
SIMMONS, KING KOIL AND NATURAL REST. 

* must purchase mattress protector *
PAY IN 6 MONTHS, NO PAYMENT, NO INTEREST OAC 

FREE DELIVERY • FREE SETUP

* must purchase mattress protector *
PAY IN 6 MONTHS, NO PAYMENT, NO INTEREST OAC 

Every mattress set comes with a 
30 day Sleep Comfort Guarantee

   • 800-8" pocket coil (reduces motion transfer)
• 13 ga Firm edge supports

• Deep quilted plush foam topper

  • 800-8" pocket coil (reduces motion transfer)
• 13 ga Firm edge supports

• Deep quilted plush foam topper

SIMMONS BEAUTYREST CAMELOT

Quality Mattress's at A� ordable Prices
Free disposal of your old bed

Special Purchase 

$1499
 Queen Size

Premier
Euro Top

• 416 coil • Tri Visco topper • 2" 1.8 lb UltraFoam • 10 year warranty

Twin Set
Sale Price

$599

Double Set
Sale Price

$699

Queen Set
Sale Price

$799

King Set
Sale Price

$1299

• 720 continuous coil • 2.5" 1.8 lb UltraFoam • Tri Visco memory foam topper

Fitness
6000 Plush

Twin Set
Sale Price

$729

Double Set
Sale Price

$879

Queen Set
Sale Price

$949

King Set
Sale Price

$1399

NATURAL REST - Deluxe Plus
Double Set
Sale Price

$349

Queen Set
Sale Price

$399

King Set
Sale Price

$449
• 436 high profi le coil • 6 gauge border wire • 1 1/4" high density foam topper

Tundra    Chad Carpenter
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2007 CHEVROLET 1500 LT EXT. 4X4

6.6L V8 auto, buckets, 
keyless entry, A/C/T. 
PW/PL/PS, skid plates, 

17” alumn., STW controls, 
wiring provisions, 67,000 kms

$26,995

$3
7,9

95

2008 GMC Yukon SLT 
4x4, 4 door

5.3L V8 auto, loaded, heated 
leather, bucket seats, A/C/T, PW, 

PL, PS, 17” alum., keyless, rear 
park assist, 9,600 kms

$1
8,

99
5

2005 Chevrolet 
Trialblazer LT Ext. 4x4

4.2L 6cyl., auto, front buckets, 
A/C/T, PW/PL/PS, keyless entry, 
17” alum. wheels, 104,000 kms

$1
4,9

95

2002 GMC Envoy SLT 4x4
4.2L 6 cyl., auto, loaded, heated 

leather, front buckets, sunroof, 
keyless, 17” alum., A/C/T, 

PW/PL/PS, 150,000 kms $1
6,

99
5

2007 Pontiac G6 Sedan 
3.5L V6 auto, front buckets, 
keyless entry, A/C/T, PW/PL, 

17” alum., SE Sport 
Performance Package

Starting at $16,995, STK: 3208

$1
8,

99
5

2006 Chevrolet 1500 
LS Ext. 4x4

4.8L V8 auto, 40/20/40 bench, 
A/C/T, PW/PL/PS, chrome tubes, 

17” alum., keyless entry, 
148,000 kms

WINTER 
IS HERE!

$5
8,

99
5

2006 Chevrolet Kodiak 
4500 Crew Cab 4x4

6.6L V8 Duramax, 40/20/40 
bench, PTO, wood box, keyless 

entry, 19” alum. wheels, 
38,000 kms

$2
8,

99
5

2005 GMC 1/2 Ton 
Crew Cab Denali 4x4

6.0L V8 auto, loaded, leather 
buckets. A/T/C, PW, PL, PS, 

Keyless entry, 17” alum. Wheels, 
STW controls, 55,000 kms

$2
2,9

95

2005 Chevrolet 
Avalanche LT 4x4

5.3L V8 auto, leather buckets, 
sunroof, 6-disc, DVD, keyless, 17” 

alum. A/C/T, PW/PL/PS, 
51,000 kms

$1
9,

99
5

2003 Chevrolet K2500 HD 
Ext. Cab LS 4x4

6.0L V8 auto, 40/20/40 bench, 
keyless entry, A/C/T, PW, PL, 16” 
alum wheels, camper mirrors, 

82,000 kms

www.virdenmainline.com info@virdenmainline.comDEALER PERMIT #2867

VIRDEN, MB
(204) 748-3811

BIRTLE, MB
(204) 842-33011-866-770-3811

Nov. 21-23: Minot Area Theatrical Society 
- Night of One Acts (Vegas Stardust Room, 
Vegas Motel 2315 N Broadway) “Mid-Life 
Dracula” by Dennis Snee “Drive-In” by 
Richard Hellesen, and  “Teatro de From-
age” adapted by Jameson, Nucker and 
Novy.

21st and 22nd - 7:00pm 23rd - 2:00pm
For more info please call 701-852-2290

Nov. 22-23: Seasonal Spice Craft Show 
(Holiday Inn)

For more information call 852-2504.

Nov. 22: The Dance Company of Minot 
(Dakota Square Mall) “Hot Days, Cool 
Nights” - Sneak Peek

1:00pm
Call 701-838-5094 for more information.

Nov. 19-Dec. 26: NW Art Center Exhibi-
tions Fall Semester 2008 - “Americas 2000: 
Before and Beyond” (Gordon B. Olson Li-
brary Gallery, MSU)

“Americas 2000: Before and Beyond”
Prints from the Minot State University 

Permanent Collection
Opening Reception Nov. 19 6:30-8 p.m.
For more info call 701-858-3264

Nov. 21-Dec. 23: Festival of the Season 
Art Sale - Open House Nov. 21st (Taube 
Museum of Art 2 North Main St. Minot)

For information call 701-838-4445

Nov. 28-30: Mouse River Players Com-
munity Theater - “Broadway Revue” (Are-
lene Saugstad Theater 115 1st ST. SE)

Admission $15 • Call 701-838-3939

Lots of events coming up in Minot



Change.
That seems to be the buzz-word these days—Barack 

Obama can’t stop talking about it, Saskatchewan is 
in the midst of it and the markets are experiencing it 
daily.

I used to think it was a scary proposition—still do 
sometimes. After all, I am from Saskatchewan and 
change isn’t easy for us classically trained don’t-fix-it-
if-it-ain’t-broke folks.

I like seeing the same bank teller who has served me 
for 20 years (no joke, Maxine has to be up for some kind of teller-of-the-decade 
award or millennium-service-of-excellence pin). I like that we’ve all lived in this 
small town long enough to know the parents, the grandparents (and usually even 
the great grandparents) of the high school students who pump our gas at the Co-op 
service station. I like seeing the same ladies going for coffee every morning. And, 
when they order coffee, I like that it’s still “a coffee.” Not a tall café au lait or a 
grande mocha frappuchino with a cherry on top.

And just when I was getting all comfortable in my rural setting, complete with 
Beachcomber reruns, church every Sunday and daily weather reports at the post 
office, Mr. Jim Bottomley comes along. 

This Canadian futurist recently spoke in Weyburn about my least favorite sub-
ject—change. 

He talked about the historic eras of change: the hunt-
er-gatherer era; the agricultural age; the industrial age 
and the information age. But, that’s all changed (sur-
prise, surprise), as we move into the “Age of Innova-
tion.”

So what does that mean to us? Well, it means less 
labor and more automation. It means we each get 4,000 
messages daily from the media. It means change is hap-
pening at the greatest rate in the history of mankind.

It also means, I was amazed to discover, that of the 
90 per cent of the workforce that was once dedicated to agricultural-related work, 
only a small percentage remains. Guess what the figure is today? Okay, all you 
farmers out there, this is your question. What percentage of our world-wide popu-
lation is employed in the agricultural sector today?

Two per cent . . . yes, you heard me right  . . . two per cent. 
According to Bottomley, the arrival of the fifth major economy means a combina-

tion of computerization, robotics, automation, nanotechnology and DNA manipu-
lation.  

Furthermore, our culture is changing as a result of our immersion in the fast-
paced Age of Innovation. For us consumers, it means we want our individual needs 
met faster, and more efficiently. If we can’t get it at the Co-op, we’ll find it on E-bay 
and have it shipped out in two days flat. For our kids, it means they embrace new 
technology and they’re used to being decision-makers. For leaders, it means they 
have to “inspire” and “guide” rather than “manage” and “control.”

Now, in light of all of this, you might say that rural Saskatchewan is destined to 
go the way of the dinosaur. With our lack of reliance on automation, our focus on 
people-first service and our inter-generational way of relating to each other, our 
rural communities have no place in the “Age of Innovation.” Aaaahhh . . . but, 
according to Bottomley, that assumption would be wrong. Because, you see, the 
social trends that this new wired age is creating are these:

• People want to connect with nature, and get back to the basics.
• Stress relief has become paramount for those surrounded by fast-paced work 

environments and Blackberry driven schedules.
• Life balance is quickly overshadowing the need to be in the rat race.
• Cocooning, safety and security are more important than before.
• A creative class is emerging which seeks less structure and more creative out-

lets.
• Capitalism is becoming increasingly green and increasingly caring.
• Remote technology allows for alternate work sites and styles (like out of a 

home office, with brightly painted red wells, in a small town of 500 people)!
So, as I listened to Mr. Bottomley’s take on “innovation,” my heart soared. Be-

cause it is the very change that we are frightened of, that may lead more people to 
settle in our rural communities. We have nature, we have safety, we have one of the 
best cocooning-conducive settings around and we have alternative work sites.

Take this 40-year-old writer, for example, who will email these musings to her 
city-based editor from her home-based office in a town that is devoid of computer-
ized gas pumps and self-check-out tills.

Change—it’s the only constant, and I kinda like it that way.

Christalee Froese writes from Montmartre, Sask. She welcomes comments at lcfroese@
sasktel.net.
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HAG’SHideaway
Rocanville, SK • (306) 645-2625

STEAK PIT HOURS:
Monday - Saturday: 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Sunday: Family Dining 12 noon - 8 p.m.

LUNCH SPECIALS
Monday - Saturday: 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Takeout Lunches available

Thursday, Friday 
& Saturday Night 

Steak Pit Specials!
Later meals can be 

prepared upon request

Now 
accepting 
Christmas 

party 
& New Year 

Reservations!

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE!
Makes a great gift for any occasion.

For more information or to book 
call Todd Hagerman at: 

306-645-2625
or email todd.hagerman@sasktel.net

 Tuesday, November 18th _ Moosomin Community Hall

7:00 pm – 8:00 pm _ 902 Birtle Street, Moosomin

For more information, please contact Brooke Claffey

at 790-5818 or bclaffey@sk.cancer.ca

…it’s coming back!
Relay For Life is coming back to Moosomin and you’re invited

Christalee Froese

Rural Sask and the ‘Age of Innovation’

“Yep, they always keep the ol’ wheelbarrow handy for those who 
get over-turkeyfied . . .”
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270 HAMILTON ROAD, (Next to Walmart) YORKTON, SASK.
Local (306) 783-9022   Toll Free 1-877-726-0823
www.yorktondodge.com

CHRYSLER FINANCIAL
CANADA

THEY’RE GETTING

NAKED
AT YORKTON DODGE

WE’VE STRIPPED
OUR PRICES
DOWN TO…

…WELL
NOTHING!

DON’T ACT THAT YOU’RE NOT IMPRESSED AT

ALL NEW
ON SALE

ALL USED
ON SALE+Just Announced… We’re

at the
Bare

Minimum

ON NEW
2008
AND
2009

VEHICLES
For Everyone!

WE’VE
GOT

NOTHING
TO HIDE!

OVER
$6,000,000
NEW IN STOCK

OVER
$1,000,000IN USED STOCK
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ST. LAZARE, MB • 1-866-214-2107 • 204-683-2335
fouillardfurniture.com

“You ’ve  go t  a  f r iend  in  the  bus iness”

ST. LAZARE, MB • 1-866-214-2107 • 204-683-2335
fouillardfurniture.com

“You ’ve  go t  a  f r iend  in  the  bus iness”“You ’ve  go t  a  f r iend  in  the  bus iness”“You ’ve  go t  a  f r iend  in  the  bus iness”“You ’ve  go t  a  f r iend  in  the  bus iness”“You ’ve  go t  a  f r iend  in  the  bus iness”

ST. LAZARE, MB • 1-866-214-2107 • 204-683-2335

FURNITURE &
APPLIANCES
FURNITURE &FURNITURE &FURNITURE &FURNITURE &
APPLIANCESAPPLIANCES

Showing Over 
25 Sets!

Featuring:

 Ambassador, Canadel, 
Finnline, Winners Only, 

Ashley & More!

Great dining room choices for 
your next big celebration,

Come and check out our selection

FALL CLEANUP

fouillarddiscountcentre.com • 204-683-2416fouillarddiscountcentre.com • 204-683-2416

FOUILLARD
DISCOUNT CENTER

ST LAZARE, MB

WE HAVE

VINYL
SIDING

FINAL
CLEARANCE

Hardwood Floors
3/4” Red Oak

Natural
From North American Mills

Laminate Floors From:

70¢ 
/sq. ft.

Color

 55¢ 
/sq. ft.

White

W.S. White's Ag Sales & Service
WHITEWOOD, SK            PH: (306) 735-2300

Winter 
Maintenance

3.9L Cummins inframe overhaul   $1529
5.9L Cummins inframe overhaul   $2139
8.3L Cummins inframe overhaul   $3999

855 Cummins Engine Main Bearing Overhaul $539

Cummins 855 engine valve adjust  $495

*pricing reflects discount*
**parts only, labor packages available**

CUMMINS MAINTENANCE

160 point inspection
$399 in shop

Swather 99 point inspection
$249 (on your farm within a 60 mile radius of Whitewood)

37 point inspection 
$199 (2WD) in shop   $249 (FWA) in shop

$349 (4wd or track unit) in shop

25 point inspection
$199 in shop

INSPECTION PROGRAMS

Combines
and

Swathers

Tractors

Balers

Versatile 835 Clutch and Pressure Plate
$749 **parts only**

Versatile Differential overhaul - $969 per axle
(includes new bearings, races, seals, gear flip and labour)

220 Massey Ferguson Swather 
Knife Drive Coversion Kit

$1599 **parts only**
convert your original knife drive to the new Schumacher knife drive

Tractors and Swathers

*pricing reflects discount*

All prices reflects discount
Highway Truck Specials

PARTS
SPECIALS
--SAVE FUEL!--

Complete Brake Inspection
(includes shoe, drum, cam and bearing service)

$159per wheel
(labour only)

Clutch Service
(includes clutch and pressure plate labour only)

$799and up

Oil Change, Service and
81 Point Inspection

$199plus parts

Wabaso diesel engine heater
$1149

**INSTALLATION AVAILABLE**

Wabaso diesel engine/bunk
combination heater:

$2349

10% off parts

20% off labour
50% off trucking

Accredited Truck
Safety Centre

We can safety trucks from 1 ton all the way up to 
highway trucks and accompanying

trailers

10-ton Ticker

Truck available

* Call for Detials



Producers came from 
throughout the Lower 
Souris and Upper Souris 
Watersheds for the Pas-
ture Rejuvenation and 
Watering System Tour 
held in the Kennedy 
area on October 10.  

This event was co-
sponsored by the Lower 
Souris Watershed Agri-
Environmental Group 
Plan and the Provincial 
Council of ADD Boards. 
About 25 people met at 
Moose Mountain Auc-
tion Services for an ed-
ucational tour of local 
ranches to see methods 
of rejuvenating older 
tame pasture and to see 
a variety of solar water-
ing systems.  

The first stop was at 
Kevin and Kim Dor-
rance’s farm.  Dorrance 
has seeded alfalfa into an 
existing stand of mead-
ow brome grass that was 
established in the early 
1980’s. Using an air drill 
and just scratching the 
soil surface, he applied 
anywhere from 2.5 to 5 
lbs/acre of alfalfa into 
this pasture stand last 
year. Dorrance is seeing 
a lot more alfalfa plants 
this year and the rows 
of alfalfa are clearly vis-
ible. He feels that most 
of the 425 acres he did 
this on worked really 
well, however he wishes 
he would have included 
some other legumes as 
well such as cicer milk 
vetch or birdsfoot tre-
foil. 

The group also looked 
at an area where he sim-
ply broadcast the alfalfa 
seed onto a previously 
cropped field. The re-
sults he had from this 
were amazing as we 
stood in alfalfa up to 
our knees.

Dorrance also showed 
us the Kelln winter solar 
watering system that he 
has been using. This sys-
tem involves trenching 
water from his dugout 
to a false well.  When 
the cows come to drink, 
a motion detector sig-
nals the pump to fill the 
perforated trough sitting 
on top of the false well. 
When the cows leave, 
the water drains back 
into the well so that the 
system does not freeze.  
Dorrance has been hap-
py with this system and 
waters anywhere from 
50 to 300 head on it.  

Is fertilizing pastures 
with commercial fertil-
izer economically fea-
sible? Lorne Klein with 
the Saskatchewan Min-
istry of Agriculture in 
Weyburn gave a presen-
tation about fertilizing 
pastures. 

In the black soil zone, 
1 lb of commercial nitro-
gen fertilizer results in 
an average grass yield 
increase of 20-30 lbs of 

dry matter. Based on 
research done at the 
Brandon Research Cen-
tre from 2000-2004 with 
trials using unfertilized 
and fertilized grass pas-
tures and unfertilized 
and fertilized grass/
alfalfa pastures, it was 
determined that the 
only pasture with posi-
tive net revenue (based 
on nitrogen at $0.50/
lb) was the unfertilized 
grass/alfalfa pasture.  

Why not try to incor-
porate legumes into 
these pasture stands in-
stead? Alfalfa fixes 50 
lbs of nitrogen for every 
2,000 lbs of standing al-
falfa dry matter; which 
is equivalent to applying 
150 lbs of commercial ni-
trogen at 33 per cent ef-
ficiency. For producers 
who are worried about 
potential bloat risks in-
volved with alfalfa, oth-
er legumes such as sain-
foin or cicer milkvetch 
could be incorporated 
into the pasture stand 
along with the alfalfa.

At George and Col-
leen McNeely’s farm, 
the group examined the 
Kelln drainback solar 
watering system which 
he uses year round. He 
has been very happy 
with the system and the 
service he has received 
from Kelln. 

McNeely has also 
done some pasture re-
juvenation this spring 
where he broadcast ci-
cer milk vetch into an 

existing pasture. The 
cattle were allowed to 
graze this pasture for 
two days during which 
they tramped the seed 
into the soil. The group 
saw quite a few cicer 
milk vetch plants grow-
ing in this stand while 
they toured the pasture.

The final stop was 
to see a Solar West wa-
tering system at Tim 
Daku’s farm south of 
Kennedy. This system 
is set up for both winter 
and summer use. 

This system involves 
trenching a line from the 
dugout to a false well, 
and includes a trough 
which drains back to the 
well to prevent freez-
ing. Daku has provided 
a separate trough for 
the cows to use during 
the summer months. He 
has also installed a wind 
generator with this sys-
tem which works to 
charge the batteries dur-
ing extended periods 
of cloudy days. He has 
been very happy with 
this system thus far.

This event was well at-
tended and sparked a lot 
of interest and questions 
about different methods 
to improve old pasture 
stands and about the 
wide variety of solar 
watering systems that 
are available. For more 
information about this 
and other events in the 
Lower Souris Water-
shed, please contact Kar-
men Kyle at 452-7953.
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FALL CANOLA  
UPDATE MEETING

Thursday, November 20th - Moosomin
Moosomin Uptown Banquet Room

9:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Friday, November 21st - Weyburn

Weyburn Inn 
10:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Registration - $20.00 (Includes Lunch)
TOPICS INCLUDE:
 Canola Agronomy
 Canola Council of Canada
 Research Projects
 Saskatchewan Canola 
 Development Commission
 Marketing Outlook
 All Commodities: Stan Jeeves
 Regional Update
 Saskatchewan Ministry 
 of Agriculture

AND MORE!!!

Come and join us for an excellent information Day!!
Great Door Prizes!

To Pre-register or for further information 
Please contact our office at 306-668-2380

Brought to you by:  
The Saskatchewan Canola Growers 

Association & The Saskatchewan 
Canola Development Commission

My farm. 
  My choice.

For trial results in your area, 
visit DEKALB.ca

BOOK by November 19th 
to maximize discounts! 

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!

71-45 RR

“The DEKALB 71-45 RR stood well and 
was very easy to swath and combine. 
And the yield was tremendous; it, by 
far, surpassed my expectations. I could 
not be happier.”

Norman Overland

72-55 RR

“The DEKALB 72-55 RR in our test plot 
yielding 52 bu/ac in comparison to other 
varieties which averaged 48 to 50 bu/
ac. On a field scale we averaged 47 bu/
ac which exceeded our target yield of 30 
bu/ac. I see 72-55 RR as a variety for 
the future.”

Darryl Halyk

Moosomin
306 435-3319

Rocanville
306 645-4555

Langenburg
306 743-2677

Angusville
204 773-2466

Stockholm
306 793-4333

Wapella
306 532-4372

Tim Daku displays his year round livestock watering system.

Pasture rejuvination 
and watering sytem 
tour held in Lower 
Souris Watershed
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 DO IT NOW!!  PRE-SEASON OR POST-SEASON MAINTENANCE PAYS DIVIDENDS 
 THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

 Let Miller Farm Equipment 
 prepare your equipment 
 for the next busy season.
 Call Larry Mychasiw at 
 759-2424

 NO INTEREST 
 NO PAYMENTS 

 FOR UP TO 
 180 DAYS WITH CASE 

 CREDIT VANTAGE.
 Call dealer for details.

 U  P T I M E  .  A  L L    T H E    T I M E  . U  P T I M E  .  A  L L    T H E    T I M E  .

 Book in to get your Case-IH equipment inspected at Miller Farm Equipment and you’ll receive no payme nt, no interest for up to 180 days utilizing Case 
 Credit. At participating Case-IH Dealers only.

 * Case Credit standard terms apply. Subject to customer credit qualifications. Case Credit reserves  the right to cancel any program without notice. 
 Promotional purchases may not be honored if purchase caused you to exceed your credit limit and/or y ou are currently excessively delinquent in minimum 
 payments to your account. Extended parts warranty applies only to parts installed at your CASE-IH De alership. 

 MILLER FARM EQUIPMENT 2005 INC.
 

 
 

 Financing provided by

 C NH   Capital
 ®2005 CNH America LLC. All rights reserved. Case IH is a registered trademark of
 CNH America LLC. CNH Capital is a trademark of CNH America LLC. www.caseih.com

 2 WHEEL & MFWD TRACTORS    Complete 102 pt. inspection, detailed written report & quote...    $399 .99

 4 WHEEL DRIVE TRACTORS    Complete 106 pt. inspection, detailed written report & quote...    $399 .99

 ROUND OR SQUARE BALER    Complete 47 pt. inspection, detailed written report & quote...    $249 .00

 HIGH CLEARANCE SPRAYERS    Complete 105 pt. inspection, detailed written report & quote. Winterize included...    $549 .00

 SELF PROPELLED SWATHERS    Complete 68 pt. inspection, detailed written report & quote...    $249 .00

 ALL CASE IH COMBINES    Complete 150 pt. inspection, detailed written report & quote...    $499 .00

 T AKE  A DVANTAGE   OF  O UR  A NNUAL  S ERVICE  S PECIAL  N OW ! T AKE  A DVANTAGE   OF  O UR  A NNUAL  S ERVICE  S PECIAL  N OW ! T AKE  A DVANTAGE   OF  O UR  A NNUAL  S ERVICE  S PECIAL  N OW ! T AKE  A DVANTAGE   OF  O UR  A NNUAL  S ERVICE  S PECIAL  N OW !

 $399 .99 $399 .99  $249 .00 $249 .00  $549 .00 $549 .00 $399 .99 $399 .99

 A complimentary washing and cleaning of your equipment is included.

 $249 .00 $249 .00  $499 .00 $499 .00

Call Darren at  
435-3866

10:2c
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ARE YOUR  
ENERGY BILLS

TOO HIGH?
Building a home, barn,  
shed or renovations?

Using the wrong insulation?
If you or your contractor  

are not using the right  
insulation . . . Ask Why Not!!

USE THE
WallBAR Insulation System

 . . . MORE SAVINGS

 . . . MORE COMFORT

 . . . MORE SAFETY

BELIEVE IT!

Prairie 
Insulation
Fast & Efficient  –  Free Estimates

* Lifetime Guarantee *
* Don’t Settle For Second Best *

THE WallBAR INSULATION  
SYSTEM IS WHAT YOU NEED

Providing Service For SaskEnergy Home Check Program

Visit us at our booth at The Regina Home Show - March 27 - 30
Moosomin Farm, Home and Leisure Show -  April 18 - 19 • Moosomin, SK

Canadian and U.S. pork industries adjust to M-COOL
In the wake of the September 30 introduction 

of U.S. Mandatory Country of Origin Labelling 
pork producers and processors on both sides of 
the Canada-U.S. border have begun what has 
turned into a the painful adjustment.

Regulations developed by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) provide for the 
use of four labels. Label A, “Product of the 
United States” designates meat from animals 
born, raised and processed exclusively in the 
U.S.; Label B, “Product of the United States and 
Canada” or “Product of Canada and the United 
States” designates meat from animals born in 
Canada and partially raised and slaughtered 
in the U.S.; Label C identifies meat from ani-
mals imported for direct slaughter; And Label 
D identifies meat imported from another coun-
try.

U.S. Packers Halt Slaughter
of Canadian Origin Pigs

“We’ve seen a series of events unfold in the 
last month, starting with the position that the 
major US packers have taken regarding Cana-
dian hogs,” observes Perry Mohr, the CEO of 
Manitoba Pork Marketing, the province’s pro-
ducer operated hog marketing co-op.

Several of the major U.S. pork processors, 
most notably John Morrell in Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota have responded to the new rules by 
announcing they will no longer kill Canadian 
origin pigs and, in the case of John Morrell, ef-
fective September 30.

That has forced Canadian slaughter hogs 
that had been moving into the U.S. to find new 
homes. At the same time, many U.S. produc-
ers who had been buying Canadian weanlings 
for finishing and slaughter in the U.S. have 
stopped doing so for fear that they will not 
have markets for the finished hogs.

Slaughter Hog Movement
South Plummets

“You’ve seen the number of butcher hogs 
that are going into the United States virtually 
dry up. You’ve seen the number of weanling 
pigs going into the United States decrease on a 
weekly basis,” says Mohr.

“From the butcher hog perspective it’s forced 
those of us that were exporting hogs into the 
United States to find alternative markets and, 
quite honestly, those markets are not nearly as 
favourable as the ones we were shipping to in 
both Canada and the United States.”

David Hamblin, the marketing manager 
with Phoenix Agritec, agrees.

“With John Morrell being so competitive 
over the years it hurt to lose that price. For a 
lot of the contract guys it was higher than even 
what they could get on a Maple Leaf price.”

Phoenix Agritec has been shipping primarily 
slaughter animals into the northern U.S. on be-
half of Canadian and northern U.S. clients for 
about the past ten years.

Canadian Plants Handle More Hogs
Hamblin acknowledges, Canadian prices 

have held and, with Maple Leaf increasing 
capacity at Brandon, Manitoba, that plant has 
been able to take on a lot of those pigs.

He concedes some plants are discounting 
the pigs, some aren’t and, in a lot of cases, it’s a 

matter of freight to find some of those plants.
He adds, “There’s some pigs moving west 

into some of the other packers that have been 
short for some time. Other than that there’s 
some of the smaller second tier packers in the 
states that are taking the pigs. It’s just a matter 
of trying to keep the prices as competitive as 
possible.”

Limited Capacity Forces
Manitoba Hogs to Alberta

Mohr adds, while Manitoba Pork Marketing 
has retained some U.S. customers, the major-
ity of the surplus shackle space is in Alberta. “I 
believe there’s between 5,000 and 7,000 hogs a 
week from Manitoba or the middle part of Can-
ada flowing out west to Olymel to be slaugh-
tered.”

Canadian Weanling Producers
Lose U.S. Customers

Manitoba weanling exporters have also seen 
their American markets dry up.

Steinbach area weanling producer Rick 
Bergmann explains, “Producers who once had 
standing agreements with weanling buyers 
are finding themselves without contracts right 
now.”

He says, “Since last March there’s been a 
tremendous amount of the sow base going to 
slaughter. In some instances, barns are being 
left empty for a long period of time and possi-
bly for good. You’re seeing five year old barns, 
significantly sized barns, that are depopulating 
because of the economics.”

Bergmann estimates a minimum of 10,000 to 
15,000 sows have been depopulated within the 
last month in Manitoba.

After examining their options, Mohr explains, 
one of which was to find finishing spaces and 
have the animals slaughtered in Canada, many 
have decided to empty their barns.

“When you look ahead to getting them 
slaughtered in Canada, there’s not any surplus 
capacity right now.”

He acknowledges, many remain hopeful that 
they will ultimately be able to re-populate and 
resume shipments to the U.S. or finish the pigs 
in Manitoba and sell them into the Canadian 
market place.

Bergmann adds some producers are think-
ing they can repopulate next year and sell the 
isoweans into a 2010 market. He believes that is 
the only option for those producers with newer 
built facilities because of the cost of the barns.

Saskatchewan Producers Dodge
Worst Effects of COOL

The impact of COOL has been less pro-
nounced in Saskatchewan.

“Because Saskatchewan is not a large shipper 
of live animals into the United States we really 
haven’t seen that many problems with COOL,” 
says Don Hrapchak, the general manager of the 
SPI Marketing Group.

He notes most of the remaining producers 
decided some time ago to solidify their contract 
bases with Springhill, with Maple Leaf in Bran-
don or Olymel in Red Deer. I would say almost 
all Saskatchewan producers have long term 
contracts with Canadian packers so the COOL 
effect on those producers has been limited.”

Tight Capacity Leaves Little Margin
for Plant Slow Downs

However, Hrapchak acknowledges, there 
are occasionally Saskatchewan market hogs 
available for shipment to the United States and, 
since that opportunity is no longer available, 
there will be an effect as time passes.

His concern is with the bottleneck that will 
be created when Canadian processing plants 
experience break downs or when processing 
slows during holidays.

“In the past we’ve been able to utilize the 
large slaughter capacity of the United States to 
market our excess hogs when ever we’ve expe-
rienced problems in western Canada. With the 
western Canadian packers basically processing 
at capacity, any hiccups will pose some major 
problems in trying to merchandise the hogs 
that we have available.”

Mohr agrees, “The real pinch for Manitoba 
butcher hog producers is going to come during 
the holiday shortened weeks, one of which we 
have next week with Remembrance Day. Then, 
if we look ahead into Christmas, we’ve got the 
potential for our major processors to be down 
almost four days during those weeks over 
Christmas and New Years.”

Producers Advised to Work With
Canadian Processors and Stay Current

Manitoba Pork Marketing is advising pro-
ducers to get as current as they possibly can.

“We can’t go into that Christmas period with 
any kind of a surplus inventory because it’s just 
going to exacerbate the situation,” says Mohr.

Phoenix Agritec is also advising producers 
to strengthen their relationships with the Ca-
nadian packers.

“The success of our industry is very depen-
dent on the success of our Canadian packing 
industry up here,” Hamblin suggests. “It’s def-
initely looking good compared to what it was. 
With Maple Leaf getting their expanded double 
shift rolling and with Hytek building in Neepa-
wa and kind of getting into their new role, it is 
looking good for our Canadian industry. And, 
in the last few weeks, having the dollar move 
down into that 80 to 85 cent range has all of a 
sudden placed us, as a Canadian industry, in a 
lot different position than we were just a month 
ago with a par dollar.”

Longer Term Outlook
Somewhat Brighter

Despite the immediate uncertainty many 
there is hope that Canadian hogs will ultimate-
ly make a return to the U.S. market.

Mohr points out many on both sides of the 
border believe the American processors will 
ultimately ease their position on purchasing 
Canadian origin pigs, particularly next spring 
when supplies are typically a little bit light.

However, he acknowledges, there are others 
that believe, as was witnessed with the cattle 
industry when Canadian cattle were restrict-
ed from flowing into the United States, many 
packing plants closed. Some people that feel 
that that is a distinct possibility on the hog side 
of things as well. You may see some processing 
capacity disappear in the United States as a re-
sult of the decisions that are being made today.

Hamblin is convinced, “There still are go-
ing to be options for moving pigs to the United 
States. We just have to work harder to find 
them. The options are there, it’s just a matter of 
everybody from the retailers to the packers and 
the producers being on the same page as far as 
where the new labelling requirements have to 
be.”

2009 Offers Hope
“I think producers are looking forward to 

2009,” says Hrapchak.
“We are looking at hog prices hopefully mov-

ing into the profitable area. Feed grain prices 
are starting to come down. That will allow pric-
es in the $160 to $180 range to become profit-
able. Most of the producers who are remaining 
in the business desperately need those profit-
able periods in order to start to regain some of 
the lost equity that they’ve suffered during the 
past two or three years.”

Hamblin expects a number of changes back 
and forth during the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture’s six month period of outreach and 
education.

“Realistically the number of pigs coming to 
market is going to have a big impact on how 
packers choose to deal with it. As numbers, 
especially out of Canada, continue to decrease 
packers could be in a little different situation 
toward the end of that six months should the 
number of pigs being killed come down.”

Heavy-Duty Bridge
Frame

LOADED INTERSTATE 7’ X 14’ 
CARGO, LOADED CONTRACTOR      

                       MODEL

LOAD TRAIL HEAVY DUTY 18’
Commercial Lowboy tires, 
Dovetail
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Don’t miss it!
The second annual

Bethlehem Live
Friday and Saturday
November 28 and 29

6-9 p.m. both evenings
in and around St. Alban’s Anglican Church, Moosomin

Please join us for this special event and help 
us celebrate the true meaning of Christmas

Book your tour now!
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• A driver rolled her vehicle in Colorado, 
apparently because she was distracted by try-
ing to break up a fi ght between two cats that 
had been riding on her lap. A car and a semi 
both veered off the road so they wouldn’t hit 
the woman’s vehicle. She was ticketed for 
careless driving and was hospitalized. 

• Birmingham Cathedral in England has 
announced plans to open a series of wine bars 
in London, as an alternative way of engaging 
non-church-goers.

• Lorenzo Earl Knight, 22, broke into a 
truck in a Tampa mall, but when spotted by 
the owner, he fl ed. He found what he thought 
was a great hiding spot, a Port-a-potty. The 
truck owner and a friend found Knight and 
tipped over the toilet to keep him there until 
police arrived. Knight, who ended up cov-
ered with the contents, was arrested on two 
counts of burglary.

• A man from Queens, NYC survived an 
electric shock and fi re two years ago after 
he climbed on an empty, stopped Amtrak 
train after a night of bar hopping in Boston 
but now he is suing the railroad. Apparently 
Amtrak didn’t do enough to protect trespass-
ers like him. Brian Hopkins, 25, was jolted by 
27,500 volts from arcing overhead wires and 
suffered third-degree burns over 85 per cent 
of his body. Doctors were forced to amputate 
his left hand and leg. Hopkins argued that 
Amtrak “should have known that persons 
trespassed” so therefore should have moni-
tored the area, cut off the electricity going to 
the overhead wires, and even parked its trains 
somewhere else when they weren’t in use. 

• The toilet on the international space sta-
tion is broken again. “You know it’s bad,” 
quipped Alex Kaseberg, “when someplace 
has more crap fl oating in the air than a presi-
dential election.”

• An American cyclist was knocked down 
by a car and, six hours later, Robert Evans was 
hit by a train. Evans, 46, of Boulder, Colorado, 
was fi rst hit by a car, taken to hospital and 
released. He was on his way back to town 
when he was hit by a train while walking his 
bicycle across a bridge. He survived. 

• A San Diego poacher was caught with six 
lobsters stuffed down his pants. Binh Quang 
Chau, 33, has been cited four times for poach-
ing, and took these ones from the La Jolla 
State Marine Conservation Area. The six live 
lobsters, which by the way do not have pin-
cers in this area, were released back into the 
sea.

• A thief broke into a cemetery in Deland, 
Fla, and drained a 250-gallon fuel tank. He  
thought he was getting gaso-
line but lugged away 200 gal-
lons of water instead. Main-
tenance had started storing 
water in the tank because it 
was being broken into fre-
quently. The thief or thieves 
did cause about $600 in dam-
ages by breaking a meter at-
tached to the tank. 

• Kaseberg notes that 
Congress grilled Richard 
Fuld, the ex-CEO of Leh-
man Brothers, as to why he 
took a $480 million dollar bo-
nus while many Lehman’s 
investors lost their life sav-
ings. “Apparently Fuld was 
instructed to do so by his 
father: Satan.”

• In Warren, Mich. police 
said a strong-arm robber got 
locked in a chokehold by his 
intended victim and ended 
up $30 in the hole. The rob-
ber approached a 36-year-old 
man and demanded money. 
The victim turned over $50, 
but then tackled his attacker, 
demanding his money. The 
robber was so scared he gave 
the man $80, instead of the 
$50.  

• In Des Moines, a man 
who is accused of taking an-
other man’s property from 
his house in a recent bur-
glary, has now challenged 
the victim of the crime to 
a fi ght. The one rule: The 
winner takes all. At stake 
are two laptop computers, a 
desktop computer, a fax ma-
chine, VCR and some tools. 
Seymour Gray, 66, said he 

knows who did it. When contacted by police, 
the thief said he would give the property back 
only if the Gray challenges him to a fi ght. 

• A judge in Iowa City, Iowa, has ordered 
Rucha A. Patel, a bride-to-be, to stay away 
from her man after she bit him after running 
over his foot with her car when he tried to 
take away her keys. Patel, 23, was charged 
with domestic abuse causing injury. Patel 
promptly asked Judge Stephen Gerard if her 
fi ance could drop the charges because they 
plan to marry in two weeks.

• Chuck Shepherd entitled this tidbit, Not 
Ready for Thugdom. Police in Wilmington, 
N.C. arrested Anthony Mallette, 30, and 
Capria Rouser, 28, driving a stolen car, after 
they had allegedly tried to extort money from 
the owner for its return. They wanted all of 
$40.

• Australian Wool Innovation recently in-
troduced a washable business suit that can 
be cleaned in an ordinary shower and will 
dry overnight. The suit, which is virtually 
wrinkle-free, is headed for the Japanese ex-
ecutives’ market.

• Urban Detroit continues to decline, with 
an estimated 5,000 residents leaving the city 
every year. However, it is not just living 
people who leave. Dead bodies are also leav-
ing  at a rate of 500 a year. Reportedly, that 
is because relatives are unwilling to travel to 
the crumbling city’s cemeteries so they are 
having their loved ones disinterred and relo-
cated.

• Kokomo, Ind., pastor Jeff Harlow at-
tempted to illustrate a sermon on “unity” by 
riding a dirt bike onto the stage. Unfortunate-
ly, he lost control in front of the congregation 
at Crossroads Community Church, fell off the 
stage and broke his wrist.

• Matteo Fedeli, 36 is a concert violinist 
who travels extensively with his $14.65 mil-
lion Stradivarius violin. Fedeli travels all 
around Italy and has been given police per-
mission to protect the violin with a .357 Smith 
& Wesson magnum. He also has a team of  
bodyguards. 

• Until next time . . . keep reading between 
the lines . . .

You’re reading this
and so are thousands

of others across
Southeastern Saskatchewan
and Southwestern Manitoba!
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Reach over 20,000 households

in Saskatchewan and Manitoba
when you place an ad in

the Plain and Valley

Plain and Valley coverage area

To advertise, call Kara Kinna,
Jill Tllley-McGonigal, Giselle Limaya
or Kevin Weedmark at 306-435-2445

Fighting felines cause 
major car accident

Gene Hauta

 
FINANCING FOR EVERYONE

Yes we can get any vehicle you want at the very best price

TRUCKS 
2006 Dodge Quad Cab, 4x4, 2500, Black, HEMI 110,000 kms. . $16,995
2005 Dodge 2500 Diesel, Quad Cab, 4x4, white, 149,000 kms $25,995 
2005 Ford FX4, X Cab 4x4, Black, 78,000 kms . . . . . . . . $17,995
2005 Ford XLT, X Cab 4x4, Grey 51,000 kms . . . . . . . . . $17,995 
2005 Ford XLT, X Cab 4x4, Red, 168,000 kms . . . . . . . . $14,995
2005 Chev Crew, 4x4, SILVERADO, Grey, 79,000 kms . $17,995
2005 Chev X Cab 4x4, SILVERADO, Green, 84,000 kms $16,995
2005 Chev X Cab 4x4, SILVERADO, Blue, 81,000 kms . $16,995 
2005 GMC 2500 X Cab, 4x4, L.B. White, 136,000 kms . $13,995  
2005 Chev Reg. Cab, 4x4, White, 90,000 kms . . . . . . . . $13,995  
2005 Avalanche LS 4x4,Pewter, 74,000 kms  . . . . . . . . . $18,995 
2005 Avalanche 4x4, Black, 147 000 kms . . . . . . . . . . . . $13,995
2004 Avalanche 4x4, Leather, Black 126 000 kms. . . . . . $17,995
2004 Chev X Cab 4x4,2500 6L, White, 154,000 kms . . . $13,995
2004 Chev X Cab 4x4, Silver, 125,000 kms . . . . . . . . . . $15,995
2004 Chev X Cab 4x4, Green, 94,000 kms. . . . . . . . . . . $13,995
2004 Ford XLT X Cab 4x4 Brown 87,000 kms. . . . . . . . . $16,995 
2003 Dodge 2500 X Cab, 4x4. grey, 168,000 kms . . . . . $12,995
2003 Chev S10 X Cab 2WD, 5spd, Blue, 101,000 kms . . $8,995 
2002 Dakota Quad, 4x4, Silver, 180,000 kms . . . . . . . . . . $9,995 
2002 Dakota X Cab 4x4, Black, 150,000 kms . . . . . . . . . . $7,995
2000 Ford Reg Cab 4x4, 6 cyl, 5 spd, Blue, 163,000 kms $7,995
1999 Chev X Cab 4x4, Grey, 295,000 kms . . . . . . . . . . . . $8,995 
1999 Ford F150 X Cab, 4x4, Blue, 230,000 kms. . . . . . . . $6,995
1998 GMC X Cab 4x4 3/4 Ton, White, LB, 220,000 kms . $7,995 
1997 Ford Reg Cab 2WD V6, 5 spd, Black, 130,000 kms $5,995
1997 Chev X Cab 4x4 SB, Wine, 250,000 kms. . . . . . . . . $6,995
1997 Dakota X Cab 4x4, V8, Red, 260,000 kms. . . . . . . . $6,995
1997 Dodge X Cab 4x4, Silver 200,000 kms. . . . . . . . . . . $7,995 
1996 Dodge diesel 3500 4x4, X Cab, dually, yellow. . . . . . $8,995
1995 Ford F-250 XLT X Cab 4x4, White, Diesel, 385,000 kms $6,995

CARS 
2005 Corvette, Auto, Silver, 40,000 kms. . . . . . . . . . . . . $34,995 
2005 G6, 4 dr, V6, grey, 115,000 kms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12,995  
2002 Sunfire, 2 dr, 5 spd, 110,000 kms. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,995
2003 Alero 2 dr, 5 spd, grey, 114,000 kms . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,995 
2002 Grand Prix GT, 4 dr, silver, 130,000 kms. . . . . . . . . . $7,995
2002 Grand AM, 4 dr, 5 spd, gold, 54,000 kms. . . . . . . . . $6,995
2000 Cavalier Z24, Auto Sunroof, Silver, 146,000 kms . . . $5,995
2000 Intrepid, White, 160,000 kms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,995
1999 Grand AM 4 dr, Auto Sunroof, Black, 140,000 kms . $5,995 
1998 Sunfire, 5 spd, Red, 219,000 kms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,500
1998 Cavalier, 2 dr, auto, 174,000 kms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,500
1998 Escort, 2 dr, 5 Speed, 130,000 kms . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,995 
1997 Cadillac Limo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,995
1995 Mustang V6, 150,000 kms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,995
SUVs
2005 Escape XLT 4x4, Black, 115,000 kms. . . . . . . . . . . $12,995  
2005 Jeep Liberty 4x4, V6, Auto. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $13,995
2004 Explorer 4x4 XLT, 7-Passenger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $14,995
2003 Blazer 2dr. 4x4, auto, blue, 76,000 kms . . . . . . . . . . $6,995
2002 Explorer Ltd E.B., 4x4, 7 Passenger . . . . . . . . . . . . $13,995
1999 GMC Yukon 4x4, Leather. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7,995
1999 Durango SLT 4x4, 7 passenger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7,995
VANS
2005 Caravan, DVD, 65,000 kms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9,995
2001 15-Passenger Chev Savana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8,995
TRAILERS, BOATS & MISC.
18’ Car Hauler, new. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,900
28’ Enclosed Car Hauler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8,995
Motorbike Hauler. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2005 Bayliner, 4.3 L inboard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $17,995
1996 Bayliner open bow, 120 hp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10,995 

BICK’S AUTO SALES

ALL VEHICLES SAFETIED AND UNDER 
WARRANTY. OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK.

7:tfc

FREE 2 YEAR UNLIMITED KILOMETER  
WARRANTY ON ALL VEHICLES
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2007 Ford E-250 Cargo Van
Was $23,900 Save $4,000

$19,900 
$0 Down $207 b/w

2005 Ford Ranger Sport
Was $14,900 Save $4,000

$10,900 
$0 Down $115 b/w 

2004 Ford Freestar Sport
Was $14,900 Save $4,400

$10,500
$0 Down $105 b/w

2007 Ford Fusion SE
Was $16,900 Save $2400

$14,500
$0 Down $153 b/w

2003 Ford Expedition XLT
Was $19,900 Save $6,400

$13,500
$0 Down $135 b/w

2005 Ford Escape XLT
Was $16,900 Save $2,000

$14,900
$0 Down $156 b/w

2005 Ford Escape XLT
Was $16,900 Save $2,000

$14,900
$0 Down $156 b/w

2006 Chevrolet Avalanche LT
Was $26,900 Save $2,000

$24,900
$0 Down $259 b/w

2004 Ford F-250 FX4
Was $25,900 Save $2,400

$23,500
$0 Down $234 b/w

2005 Ford F-250 Lariat
Was $29,900 Save $3,000

$26,900
$0 Down $267 b/w

2004 Ford F-350 FX4
Was $19,900 Save $1,400

$18,500
$0 Down $185 b/w

2005 Ford F-150 XLT
Was $17,900 Save $2,400

$15,500
$0 Down $162 b/w

NOVEMBER SAVINGS TO REMEMBER

PRE-OWNED TRUCKS

2006 Ford F-150 XTR

$19,900
$0 Down $208 b/w

2005 Ford F-150 FX4

$19,900
$0 Down $208 b/w

2006 Ford F-150 XL

$17,900
$0 Down $187 b/w

2007 Chevy Silverado SL

$19,900
$0 Down $208 b/w

2000 Ford F-150 XLT

$13,900
$0 Down $139 b/w

2006 Ford F-150 XTR

$16,900
$0 Down $169 b/w

2004 Dodge Ram 2500

$30,900
$0 Down $321 b/w

Chevrolet Silverado 1500

$12,900
no PST

PRE-OWNED VANS/SUVS

2008 Ford Edge LTD

$34,900
$0 Down $362 b/w

2004 Dodge Caravan SE

$9,900
$0 Down $100 b/w

2005 Ford Freestar Sport

$14,900
$0 Down $149 b/w

2003 Ford Windstar Sport

$8,900
$0 Down $95 b/w

2008 Ford Escape XLT

$25,900
$0 Down $269 b/w

2000 Chevy Blazer

$7,900
No PST

PRE-OWNED CARS

2008 Ford Taurus LTD

$24,900
$0 Down $259 b/w

2006 Chrysler PT Cruiser

$11,900
$0 Down $126 b/w

2007 Pontiac Grand Prix

$15,900
$0 Down $167 b/w

2004 Pontiac Grand AM GT

$11,900
$0 Down $126 b/w

2003 Olds Alero GXS

$7,900
$0 Down $81 b/w

2003 Ford ZX5

$8,900
$0 Down $91 b/w

Pre Owned Trailers
1996 Terry 25.5 5th Wheel

1992 Mercury Grand Marquis 

$4,900 As Traded
1990 Mercury Grand Marquis

 $3,900 As Traded

 $4,900 As Traded

 $5,900 As Traded

 $4,900 As Traded

 $3,900 As Traded

$4,900 As Traded

CALL TOLL FREE: 1.800.880.4533
PHONE: (306) 435-3313
Moosomin, SK.
www.celebrationford.com

RYAN THORN: (306) 435-9508
LORNE LANGFORD: (306) 435-6046

TYLER THORN: (306) 435-7808

WE ARE YOUR H & H TRAILER DEALER

$11,900
$0 Down $126 b/w

ON A BUDGET? CARS UNDER $6,000 



BY KEVIN WEEDMARK
For two nights at the end 

of November Moosomin, 
Saskatchewan won’t look 
like your typical Prairie 
town.

There will be the sight of 
Roman soldiers on horse-
back, the sounds of don-
keys and goats, the bustle 
of an ancient marketplace 
and, in the middle of it all, 
a tiny stable.

The second annual Beth-
lehem Life is coming up 
Friday and Saturday, No-
vember 28 and 29.

The nativity experi-
ence will take place in and 
around St. Alban’s Angli-
can Church, but members 
of all local churches are in-
volved in the event.

Bethlehem Live is a new 
way of telling a 2,000-year-
old story.

Members of the public 
arrive at the church and 
are assigned to one of the 
tribes of Israel. They are 
entertained by local mu-
sicians and entertainers 
while awaiting their turn 
to take the tour.

Once they are called, 
each group is led out the 
doors to begin their jour-
ney to Bethlehem.

Along the way they en-
counter beggars, Roman 
soldiers on horseback, and 
the types of people you 
would expect to encounter 
on a lonely road in a far off 
place 2,000 years ago.

After entering the city 
gates, visitors are ushered 
into a crowded, noisy mar-
ketplace where people are 
selling everything from 
pomegranates and figs to 
pottery and trinkets.

After meeting the money 
changer, the tax collec-
tor, and one very grumpy 
innkeeper, the tour group 
ends up at the manger, see 
the miraculous scene, and 
hear a brief message from 
one of the local clergy.

The actors, set designers 
and everyone else involved 
worked hard to make the 
experience as authentic as 
possible last year, and as 
a result many people had 
tears in their eyes when 
they approached the man-
ger scene on those two 
crisp, clear nights.

Last year’s inaugural 
event started as a dream 
of one person, Marie Ever-
ett. By the time it came to-
gether, the event involved 
scores of volunteers. There 
were actors, tour guides, 
set designers, set builders, 
background painters, cos-
tume designers who put 
together an amazing array 
of costumes, and of course 
Mary, Joseph, and a few 

farm animals.
Hundreds of people saw 

and were inspired by the 
first Bethlehem Live, and 
this year organizers hope 
to repeat the success.

This year they are build-
ing permanent sets and 
have purchased a trailer to 
store the sets and props. 

Tim Hovdestad and Lor-
na Woods are working on 
the sets for the production.

Isabelle Dietrich has tak-
en the lead role in bringing 
together this year’s Bethle-
hem Live. She said she is 
amazed at how well every-
thing is coming together.

People are encouraged to 
book early for tours. Beth-
lehem Live will run Friday, 
Nov. 28 and Saturday, Nov. 
29 in and around St. Al-
ban’s Anglican Church in 
Moosomin.

“We encourage people to 
book early,” Isabelle says. 
“It helps us to organize it 
all.”

People can book a tour 
by calling Judy Gibson at 
306-435-3933. Bookings are 
already coming in.

The production proved 
to be a lot of work last year. 

Was it worth it?
“Absolutely it was worth 

all the work,” Dietrich  
says. “It drew the commu-
nity together, it put people 
into the Christmas Spirit, it 
got the Christmas message 
out to a lot of people—I 
thought it was wonder-
ful.”

Dietrich said she expects 
the event to continue to 
come together smoothly.

“We had 800 people 
through last year, and 
we’re hoping to have even 
more this year,” she said. 

“We have the experi-
ence of last year, so things 
should go much more 
smoothly this year. The first 
year is always the hardest 
year. You have to convince 
people and try to get them 
to see your vision. After 
the first year, it should be 
easier. It feels good to work 
on this. It’s nice to be able 
to show people the true 
meaning of Christmas. We 
look forward to that.”

The first Bethlehem Live 
came in the middle of a 
cold snap, and organizers 
are hoping the weather is a 
bit warmer this time.

OILFIELD LEGAL SERVICES 

 

319 Souris Avenue N.E., 
Weyburn, SK 

(306) 842-4654 
www.nswb.com

Over 40 years of legal experience

Purchase and Sale of Oil and Gas Interests 
Creating Mineral, Royalty and Family Trusts
Incorporation of Oil Field Companies 
Re-organizations 
Tax Deferred Transactions 
Business Arrangements involving Oilfield 
Servicing Companies

 

A scene from last year’s Bethlehem Live in Moosomin. This year’s event is set for November 28 and 29 at St. Alban’s 
Anglican Church in Moosomin. Tours can be booked by calling 306-435-3933.
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Ruger M77 Hawkeye Rifl es
Wood, Synthetic, or Camo Stocks
Wide Variety of Calibres in Stock

Starting at $680.00 plus taxes

Burris 3x9.40mm Scope
boxed w/8x32 Binoculars-$299

Burris 4.5-14x42mm Scope Boxed
12-24x50mm Spotting Scope - $460

Remington 700 VTR
.204 Ruger, .223, .308

Starting at $764 plus taxes

Remington 700 SPS DM Bolt Action
Available in .243, .270, .30-06, 7mm RM

Reg. $670 SPECIAL $599

Traditional Pursuit
.50 Muzzle loader

Package Special with 4x32 scope
Black Syn. Stock - $265.00

Browning A-Bolt .30-06 Syn.
Stock Bolt Action w/ mounted 

Zeiss Conquest 4.5-14x44 Scope
Special $1850

Savage 111 .270 Birch Stock/Bolt Action 
w/Mounted Nikko Diamond 3-9x44 Scope

Special $599

Browning A-Bolt .30-06 Syn.
Stock Bolt Action w/ mounted 

Zeiss Conquest 4.5-14x44 Scope

DISPLAY MODEL SPECIALS

Hunting Licences Available!

Tried and True
Recipes

by Sandra
Johnson

Cindi’s Chicken Stir Fry
1 Tbsp oil   2 Tbsp soy sauce
1 lb chicken breast, boneless, 2 Tbsp cornstarch
skinless cut into strips  1 tsp garlic powder
1 1/2 cups chicken broth 3/4 tsp ginger
4 cups altogether broccoli, red 4 servings of long 
peppers and celery, chopped grain rice

In wok or wok frying pan, stir-fry chicken in hot oil un-
til browned and cooked. Add vegetables, cook and stir 
until tender-crisp. In a small bowl, mix broth, soy sauce, 
cornstarch and spices, stir into skillet. Bring to boil, boil 
for 1 minute. Serve over rice. Serves 4.

Banana Crumb Muffins
1 1/2 cups flour 1/3 cup margarine, melted
1 tsp baking soda Topping:
1 tsp baking powder 1/3 cup brown sugar, packed
1/2 tsp salt  1 Tbsp flour
3 large ripe bananas, 1/8 tsp cinnamon
mashed  1 Tbsp margarine
3/4 cup sugar
1 egg, lightly beaten

In a large bowl, combine dry ingredients. Set aside. 
Combine bananas, sugar, egg and margarine, mix well. 
Stir in dry ingredients, just until moistened. Fill greased 
or paper-lined muffin tins 3/4 full. Combine the first 
three topping ingredients, but in margarine until crumbly.
Sprinkle over muffins. Bake at 350˚F for 18 to 20 minutes, 
or until muffins test done. Cool in pan for 10 minutes be-
fore removing to a wire rack. Yields 1 dozen.

To order a copy of Tried and True, send $12, plus $5 postage 
and handling, to Sandra Johnson, Box 1072, Moosomin, SK, 
S0G 3N0.

Dr. Karen Bailey of the 
Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada Research Centre in 
Saskatoon is this year’s re-
cipient of the Canadian Phy-
topathological Society (CPS) 
Award for Outstanding Re-
search. The award is CPS’s 
most prestigious. It recogniz-
es Canadian research involv-
ing new concepts, discovery 
of new phenomena, new 
principles in plant pathology 
or novel application of exist-
ing principles. 

Dr. Bailey and her team 
pioneered AAFC efforts to 
develop “reduced-risk” al-
ternatives to conventional 
herbicides. Her discovery 
and use of naturally occur-
ring microorganisms for 
weed control are leading to 
new bioherbicide products 
for registration in Canada 
and abroad. For the last 15 
years, Dr. Bailey’s research 
focused on how fungi can 
suppress weeds, especially 
those having significant eco-
nomic impact.

Dr. Bailey identified the 
phytotoxic effects of a fun-
gus called Phoma macros-
toma, which can be used to 
control dandelions, Canada 
thistle and other broad-
leaved weeds. These weeds 
are predominant in turfgrass 
(lawns, golf greens and pub-
lic grounds), agriculture (field 
and horticultural crops) and 
agro-forestry (reforestation 
nurseries). 

Phoma is now being de-
veloped as a granular bio-
herbicide for soil application. 
It will be a “green” substitute 
for 2,4-D type herbicides and 
can deliver the same weed 

control as the chemical stan-
dard. 

Efforts are well under 
way with industry partners 
to bring this bioherbicide to 
market. The calibre of Dr. 
Bailey’s R&D, from discov-
ery and efficacy testing to for-
mulation and environmental 
assessment, has attracted the 
world’s largest marketer of 
branded consumer lawn and 
garden products − The Scotts 
Miracle-Gro Company. 

Dr. Bailey is internationally 
recognized for her expertise 
in biological control and inte-

grated pest management of 
plant diseases and weeds. 

Working with plant breed-
ers during the past 15 years, 
she contributed to the regis-
tration of 13 barley and five 
wheat varieties with im-
proved resistance to common 
root rot. Common root rot 
can cause millions of dollars 
in losses across the Northern 
Great Plains. 

Dr. Bailey has championed 
the benefits of integrated 
pest management. Her work 
played an important role in 
establishing reduced tillage 

and crop diversification in 
Canada. Her findings have 
led to improved recommen-
dations and new tools for 
managing pests in cereals, 
pulses and oilseeds. Collec-
tively, these contributions 
help to reduce the use of 
pesticides on crops, thereby 
decreasing pesticide loads in 
foods and the environment. 

During her 25-year career 
with AAFC, Dr. Bailey has 
brought in over $4 million 
of external funding and has 
published 134 peer-reviewed 
documents and 119 miscel-
laneous papers. In addition, 
she has two patents filed in 
seven countries and seven 
invention disclosures on 
file with the Government of 
Canada.

Dr. Bailey was honoured 
at the joint regional meeting 
of the Alberta and Saskatch-
ewan Plant Pathology Soci-
eties held in Saskatoon on 
October 21. CPS named its 
Outstanding Researcher for 
2008 at the annual national 
meeting in Charlottetown 
last June. The mandate of 
CPS is to promote research 
and education in plant pa-
thology, public awareness 
of the importance of plant 
diseases and discussion of all 
aspects of plant pathology in 
Canada and internationally.

Plant pathologist recognized 
for outstanding research

Saskatoon scientist furthers research
and development of bioherbicides

Karen Bailey
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We are a full service law fi rm specializing in real estate 
transactions, business law, estate planning and estates.

We believe in quality work and client satisfaction. 
We are proud of our “team” and our 

“team approach” in handling legal matters. 

Our lawyers work together along with our 
professional support staff  to ensure coordinated, 

time saving and cost eff ective strategies.

We would be happy to serve you from one of our 
main offi  ces located in Moosomin or Esterhazy 

or one of our branch offi  ces in 
Kipling, Redvers, Wawota or Rocanville.

Please contact one of our main offi  ces for an appointment

Moosomin (306) 435-3851
Esterhazy  (306) 745-3952

CREEKSIDE CONDOS
Now pre-selling new units,

under construction, for late fall occupancy

*One unit available for viewing now*

At this time, you have a unique opportunity to choose wall 
colour, floor finishings and fittings for 1200 sq. ft. 2-bed, 
2-bath units with attached garage.  Heated bath floors, 

kitchen island and vaulted ceilings.
Centrally located in Virden, MB.

Call Donald or Barbara Widger
(204) 748-6214

FOR SALE
Solid oak dining room suite, 

four chairs plus two captain chairs, 
will sit 12+, matching glass china 

cabinet with hutch. 
FOR VIEWING PHONE:FOR VIEWING PHONE:

306-435-2876

In mid-October my family and I spent 
the weekend in Yorkton. After a salvage-
related detour to Regina—we aquired the 
most beautiful gothic windows for one of 
our renovation projects—we pulled into the 
Howard Johnson parking lot at around 7 
p.m.

Youthful indiscretion and imperfect eye-
sight have contributed to a certain glitch 
in my brain’s function; my cerebellum is 
always eager to leap to the most creative 
interpretation of what my eyes see, not 
necessarily the most reasonable. This mal-
function is not without benefits; there is a 
particular stretch of road in the Slocan Val-
ley where, without fail and regardless of the 
time of day or the weather, I see a 30 foot 
crocodile on the side of the road, giant jaws 
agape and leathery eyes closed in reptilian 
bliss . . . I am fond of that crocodile.

Of course, I have also completely hu-
miliated myself on several occasions. Most 
memorable is fending off a shadowy “at-
tacker” that leapt out from behind a Sun 
paper box on Broadway Avenue in Van-
couver many summers ago, or the time 
I swore to the entire welding crew I was 
working with that I saw a lynx saunter into 
our lunch trailer. It was a pretty big house 
cat. Needless to say, I now most often keep 
what I see to myself, and while remember-
ing to wear my glasses can take some of the 
fun out of life, they also make me a much 
safer driver.

I wasn’t driving that Friday night in 
Yorkton, and as we were pulling up to the 
parking space in front of our room, what I 
thought I saw didn’t seem very far fetched 
at all. In the space next to ours was a white 
travel trailer, like a customized U-Haul. In 
black gothic script “Death Row Calls” was 
emblazoned across the back. Silhouettes of 
menacing crows decorated what else I could 
see of the trailer. 

“We’re next door to a death metal band,” 
I announced to Keith as we pulled up. 
“Umm, I don’t think so,” he answered, lean-
ing across me to check out the side of the 
trailer. It was one of those few times when 
what was really there was even more bi-
zarre than what I thought I had seen.

They were not menacing silhouettes of 
crows. They were menacing silhouettes of 
ducks.  

There was another black cut-out on the 
side of the trailer, the hero; a baseball-cap-
wearing, rifle-bearing man crouched in 
reeds, taking brave shots at the dramatically 
depicted fowl. “Death Row Calls,” indeed.  

It was a matter of some debate whether it 
was indeed better to be stationed in a room 
next to 18 men in camouflage, armed with 
rifles, beer, and duck calls, as opposed to 
a death metal band with a couple of local 
gigs. In the end the hunters, no doubt due to 
the early morning habits of their intended 
prey, really weren’t that bad. I heard the last 
strangled “quack” at around ten that night. 
Actually, it turned out we were the undesir-
ables; Danan was cutting his eye teeth and 

when we returned the next evening, we dis-
covered that the duck hunters had relocated 
to the other side of the motel. How did we 
discover this?  Well, we were looking for 
them.

Keith had gone out the night before to 
pick up something for dinner. I had stayed 
in the room with the kids. When he re-
turned he told me that the sides of that trail-
er folded down, revealing a full gas range, 
and that our neighbors were boiling dozens 
and dozens of dead ducks in huge stainless 
steel pots.

I didn’t believe him, wondering quietly 
about his own errors as an adolescent, per-
haps repressed, but when we set out early 
the next morning the parking lot was cov-
ered in snowy clouds of down. “See?” said 
Keith. It was surreal. I was still surprised 
when, cruising around the parking lot that 
night, I saw the camo-flaunting men un-
loading clear garbage bag after clear gar-
bage bag filled with dead mallards next to 
their galley on wheels, the cook-elect setting 
up the industrial sized pots Keith had men-
tioned to me.

I am a true French girl.  That means I will 
eat almost anything at least once. And at 
least once a year, I enjoy duck. Roasted, not 
boiled. Not by the dozen. But, as I am sure 
this article reveals, I am not at all familiar 
with duck hunting culture.

A couple of weeks later Keith and I were 
sitting in the family room on the Brandon 
Health Centre’s maternity ward. We were 
deciding whether to give birth there and 
were waiting for one of the nurses to give 
us a quick tour.

We did what lots of people do in waiting 
rooms; flipped through magazines. One in 
particular caught my eye; I can’t remember 
what is was called, but the cover featured 
an intent looking man in fatigues, crouched 
down in a marsh, one hand gripping a tele-
scoped rifle and the other resting lightly on 
the back of a tense, alert dog. They were 
both peering at something with intense 
and murderous resolution. I nudged Keith. 
“Want to guess what they’re staring at?” I 
asked him.

Once again, I am not at all familiar with 
duck hunting culture. I was amazed, how-
ever, as we looked at this piece of propagan-
da together, at how technical it can become.

The gear!  Clothes, boots, guns, calls, 
blinds, scent, GPS, and more. The lore; 
where ducks are, when they’ll be there, 
what they should be doing. The dogs; what 
breed, how to train them, how to reward 
them.

A full page advertisement, for exactly 
what I was unable to determine, featured a 
man and his dog, both in camoflauge, their 
faces streaked with grease paint, both wear-
ing that look of unsettling intensity that I 
have come to associate with duck hunting, 
under the words “Out here, there are no 
days off” written in a font I had last seen on 
the front of a hard-core rap album.

Honestly, I had no idea ducks were such 
cunning beasts.

It might be easy to assume that I’m some 
kind of anti-hunting, defender of the poor 
trembling forest creatures, west coast ani-
mal rights type chick. Well, you wouldn’t 
be totally wrong. But you wouldn’t be to-
tally right, either. I’m all for organic, free 
range food that’s lived a natural life and is 
consumed within that ideal “hundred mile” 
area, in order to cut down on pollution 
caused by excessive transportation.  Sounds 
like a wild duck or deer to me. As my hus-
band will tell you, I even reserve particular 
venom for deer, which I refer to lovingly 
as “vermin.” I figure every deer taken out 
legally and humanely by an experienced 
hunter is merely what one (wo)man can do 
to help keep the cost of car insurance down. 
I’ve even been hunting.

It’s true. I was 13 and vegan. Maybe 14 
and macro-biotic vegan. My father took 
me out with four of his buddies. It was one 
of the most magnificient dawns I’ve ever 
seen, breaking out in fluorescent pinks and 
oranges over the jagged hematite colored 
mountains. I had a great day trekking quiet-
ly through the early morning with my dad, 
studying signs, drinking scalding coffee out 
of battered steel thermoses and building a 
smokeless fire for lunch.

It remained unsaid between us that part 
of the reason I had been invited out was so 
my father had an excuse not to shoot at the 
mulies he had in his sights several times 
that day; after 20 years or so he had lost his 
appetite for the kill and, he confided later 

that night as we camped out on the frozen 
ground, would have been just as happy to 
bring his camera.

I did not escape before being “blooded.” 
Far from it. One of my father’s buddies 
had brought down an eight-point buck on 
the first day of the hunt. He had gutted it 
and hung it high in a tree at the bottom of 
the valley where he had so judiciously shot 
it. The valley was a mere nine miles from 
the nearest access road. In an area where 
ATVs are banned. Guess who got to drive 
the wheel barrow, as the buck’s head went 
bump, bump, bump, over the hard ground, 
half-frozen gore hanging from its nose. I 
can’t even guess where the flies came from 
in that weather.

Vegetarian I might have been, I certainly 
wasn’t going to be branded a wimpy girl on 
that trip by my dad’s cronies, and if it’s one 
thing I sported at that time in my life, it was 
a huge chip on my shoulder. I wheeled that 
deer out of the bush grimly and silently, my 
muscles as stiff as his hide, with no eyes 
for that beautiful morning; each rock in the 
path of the wheelbarrow seemed to grow to 
a mountain as the day progressed.  

I know when guys are having a little fun 
with a self-righteous, preachy food nazi, 
and it was very clear they were trying to get 
me going when they used my body weight 
to strip the skin from the hanging carcass, 
back at one of their homes. Really, it’s amaz-
ing that I’m not violently anti-hunting after 
that experience.

Amazing or not, I am not anti-hunting, 
provided it’s safe and legal. I enjoy a bit of 
moose or venison, and believe it is a health-
ful and natural alternative to say, hormone-
laden beef. There is a huge cultural prece-
dent for eating such beasts in this country, 
and like I said, it keeps them off the high-
ways.

As far as the duck hunters go, well, I’ve 
nothing against that either. I just never re-
alized that the duck was such devious and 
wily prey.

After checking out those dudes in York-
ton and then further educating myself in the 
waiting room in Brandon, I’m really only 
left with one burning question; have they 
tried bread crumbs?

Monique MacKay is a writer from Fleming, 
Sask. who moved to the Prairies from B.C. re-
cently.

           Monique McKay

The hunter takes on the cunning duck

Call
306-435-2445

to find out
how to

advertise in the
Plain and
Valley!
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Samsung Touch of Color
50” widescreen Plasma HDTV
with Full HD 1080p resolution

$80/month OAC
add HTWZ41OT Hometheatre System

$96/month OAC

46“ $91/month OAC
52” $98/month OAC

add HTWZ41OT Hometheatre System for 
$16/extra month OAC

Was 
$2,499.99

Now Only

$2,099.99

Was $2,999.99

46“ $91/month OAC
52” $98/month OAC

Now Only

   $2,499.99

Glasser’s TV 
Service

Moosomin, SK  (306) 435-3040

46”

52”

50” widescreen Plasma HDTV
with Full HD 1080p resolution

Was $2,499.99

50”

add HTWZ41OT Hometheatre System

Now Only

     $1,999.99

58” Plasma now in Stock • 22”, 40”, 46” & 52” LCD in Stock as well • Call for Prices

46” or 52” LCD
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2002
Acura RL
Dual air bag, keyless entry,

side impact air bag . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$12,990

2005 Chev
Monte Carlo LS 
Dual air bag, keyless entry,
trac. control,
dual climate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$15,990

2007 Chev
Cobalt LT
Coupe
4 cyl., FWD,
2 dr, coupe,
air . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

$16,990

2004
Acura
1.7 EL Premium
Dual air bag, fog lights,
keyless entry,
bucket seats, leather interior . . . . . . . . .

$15,990
2001 Dodge
Ram 3500
Dually 4x4 Cummins dsl,
  6 spd, standard . . . . . . . . 

$13,990

2003
Pontiac
Grand
Am SE 
Sedan, 4 cyl., FWD,
air, dual air bag,
fog lights, spoiler, traction control

Payments as low as. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
$99 bi-weekly

2005 Chevy
Blazer 2 Dr. 4WD
Air, CD, pm, pw, pl
r. defrost  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

$14,990

2002
Nissan Altima
2.5L, 4 dr., keyless entry,
air, pm,
pw, pl, sunroof  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

$9,990

2003
Pontiac

The People You Trust

P.O. Box 441 Broadway East, Yorkton, SK S3N 3G3
Phone: (306) 782-2268   Fax: (306) 786-7757

Open Monday to Saturday, 8 am to 6 pm
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SHOP LOCAL &

WIN!
Local Businesses are working 

together to give away the 
keys to a brand new car!

CHRISTMAS GIVEAWAY
Major Sponsors:

The prize this year is a 
2009 Pontiac G3 Wave Four Door Sedan

Borderland
Co-op

Moosomin
Chamber of
Commerce

These Participating Businesses will be giving away tickets for a chance to win:
MOOSOMIN
Broadway Stationery
Moosomin Drug Mart
Moosomin Fine Foods

Co-op Marketplace Foods
Kassie’s Jewelry
Pipestone Tack

Mullett’s RONA
Westwind Florists

Co-op C-Store
Co-op Home Centre

Twin Auto & Ag Supply
Celebration Ford

MOOSOMIN 
Cairns & Sons Refrigeration

Sasco Appliance Center
O.K. Tire

Your Dollar Store With More
Spectrum Clothing & Promotions

Sharpe’s Soil Services
Lee’s Carpet Warehouse

The World-Spectator
Pharmasave

L.H. Bradley & Son
The Red Barn
Glasser’s TV
Kari’s Kloset

ROCANVILLE
Super Thrifty Drugs

Universe Satellite Sales
Borderland Co-op Food Store

Borderland Co-op Home & Agro

MARYFIELD
Borderland Co-op

ST. LAZARE
Fouillard Furniture

WHITE BEAR
Bear Claw Casino

These Corporate Sponsors
support this promotion

and encourage you to
shop locally:

Draw Date December 22. Winner to be announced 
in the December 29 issue of The World-Spectator. 

Only those 18 and over eligible to win.

Thank You For 
Shopping Locally!

Garry E. Backlin Monuments
Backlin’s Ambulance Service

Moosomin Dairy Queen
McPhail Travel

Meyers Norris Penny

Conexus Credit Union
Hebert Land & Cattle

Osman & Co. Law Offi ce
Nixon’s Electric
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Help bring new 
entrepreneurs and 

tradespeople to the region
:

In June, the Gateway REDA  distributed a 10-page full color newspaper section 
to 290,000 households in southern Alberta, focusing on opportunities in southeast 
Saskatchewan and southwestern Manitoba and on the stories of people who have 
moved here. This section was designed by the World-
Spectator. Check it out at gatewayreda.com

 We are now working on a section that will 
reach households in Windsor and southwestern 
Ontario in the new year.
This section will focus on
 A. Regional business investment opportunities
 B. Careers & job opportunities
 C. Real-estate (home and lot opportunities)
 D. Opportunities in the trades
 E. Stories of people who have moved to the region
 F. Regional quality of life
 G. Community profiles
 H. Regional profiles

Our first project was assisted with a financial contri-
bution from the REDA Enhancement Fund. We have 
applied for funding for this second phase, which 
keeps advertising costs down. We are targeting an 
area of Ontario where there have been layoffs in the 
automotive sector, and where the future of remain-
ing jobs in the industry is in doubt. 

Does your community  need to attract skilled trades-
people? Does your business need to attract people with the skills to work in the 
trades or set up new businesses to accommodate growth?

By working together to promote our region, we can attract people with the skills we 
need to keep growing our communities in southeastern Saskatchewan and 
southwestern Manitoba.

Advertising Fees
Two Pages: $6,000
One Page: $3,500
1/2 Page: $2,000
1/4 Page: $1,500

Sponsorship Fees
Platinum: $2,000

Gold: $1,500
Silver: $1,000
Bronze: $500

To book your space call  
REDA EDO Jeff Cole at 306.435.3177  

or chairman Kevin Weedmark at 306.435.2445

The Gateway area of southeastern
Saskatchewan and southwestern Manitoba is
a unique region. 

The area is full of small communities which
offer a rural lifestyle, but are growing and
vital. 

The area is in the midst of rapid expansion
as one of the region’s main employers,
PotashCorp Rocanville Division, has
embarked on a $1.8 billion expansion that will
add 200 new permanent employees when it is
completed in 2012.  Construction of a new
shaft 10 miles northwest of Rocanville will
begin in 2009 and the construction phase will
employ a peak of 900 people for two and a
half years, starting in 2010.

At the same time, the oil industry in the
area is booming, work is planned by
TransGas and TransCanada Pipelines—two
major companies with a presence in
Moosomin.

And homegrown farm equipment manu-
facturer Seed Hawk has completed the first
phase of an expansion. Seed Hawk manufac-
tures seeding equipment at Langbank that is
sold around the world. 

Moosomin is the regional hub with seven
doctors, full professional services, and a new
85-bed integrated health care facility about to
open in September. The community is located
on the Trans-Canada Highway, which is being
twinned this summer through Moosomin, the
last link of the twinned Trans-Canada across
the Prairies. On the new highway a new
restaurant and lounge has opened, construc-
tion will start on a new Ramada hotel in July,
and Borderland Co-op plans a $4 million
retail development next to the highway. 

Rocanville is a town of 1,000 people close to
the PotashCorp Rocanville Mine, which is
undergoing a $1.8 billion expansion which
will add 200 new permanent employees to
the current workforce of 275.

Whitewood is a town of 1,000 at the cross-
roads of Highways 1 and 9, which is a service

centre for agricultural producers in the area.
Wapella is a growing community located

on the Trans-Canada Highway, a 15-minute
drive from both Moosomin and Whitewood,
and directly south of the new shaft being
developed for the Rocanville potash mine.

Wawota is a friendly rural community nes-
tled on the edge of the Moose Mountains, just
a few minutes’ drive away from the year-
round tourist destination, Moose Mountain
Provincial Park.

Fleming is a small, welcoming community
just seven minutes’ drive from Moosomin on
the Trans-Canada Highway. Fleming has the
distinction of being Canada’s smallest incor-
porated town.

Elkhorn is just across the border in
Manitoba. It is a small but vital community,
with a great deal of community spirit.

The region is dotted with lakes, valleys and
parks. Moose Mountain Provincial Park is at
the southwestern corner of the Gateway area,

while Asessippi Winter Park, Manitoba’s
most popular ski hill, is at the northeast cor-
ner of the region.

Moosomin Regional Park, nestled on the
banks of Moosomin Lake in the Pipestone
Valley is just a few minutes’ drive from
Moosomin, and Welwyn Regional Park,
directly east of Rocanville.

The area is crossed by the Qu’Appelle
Valley and the Pipestone Valley in southeast-
ern Saskatchewan, and the Assiniboine Valley
in western Manitoba.

The valleys and hills of the area provide
great opportunities for hunting, and the fish-
ing is great at Moosomin Lake and Welwyn
Lake.

The area lacks one thing—enough people to
fill all the needs of a booming region.

Over the last few years, many people have
made the move from Alberta. Some have pur-
chased farmland and moved their entire
farming operations from Alberta.

Others have started businesses, and some
are working in some of the booming local
industries.

Some are contractors building housing for
fellow Albertans moving to the area.

All have found that they can enjoy a high
quality of life in a small town atmosphere with
a very low crime rate, and abundant recre-
ational opportunities, while having all the pro-
fessional services they need close at hand.

While housing prices in the area are starting
to rise, housing in the Gateway area is still
very affordable compared to Alberta.

You owe it to yourself to consider making
the move to the Gateway region.

This supplement has been produced by the
Gateway Regional Economic Development
Authority. We hope you enjoy reading about
our region. Go to www.gatewayreda.com to
find out more.

—Kevin Weedmark,
Chairman, Gateway REDA

BY KEVIN WEEDMARK

It used to be that the grass
was greener on the Alberta
side of the fence, but contrac-
tors and tradespeople who
have made the move to the
Gateway region of southeast-
ern Saskatchewan and south-
western Manitoba say their
move to this area was a good
one.

Tim Hovdestad moved
from Alberta to Moosomin
six years ago to ranch. A year
ago, he got into the home
building business in Moos-
omin, establishing Westward
Homes.

“Originally, we came to the
area looking for a location for
a cattle operation,” he said.
“We found a lot of of good
land for sale in the
Moosomin area.”

Hovdestad is originally
from Saskatchewan. He grew
up at Swift Current, and
moved to Alberta 15 years
ago. “We were 20 miles 
southwest of Calgary, and
land prices were high. Prices
were much better in this
area,” he says.

A year ago, Hovdestad
saw an opportunity in the
homebuilding business and
decided to jump into it. He is
now working at full capacity,
with a number of homes
under construction, some
RTMs and some built in
place.

“If you’re building a house
for the Kennedy area, it
makes sense to build it here
and then move it, because
the subcontractors don’t
have all that travel time out
to the site—they work on it
here and we move it after-
ward. If you’re building a
house in Moosomin, it makes
sense to build it on site.”

Westward Homes has
started some houses in
Moosomin’s Heritage Place
for another family making
the move from Alberta.

The new business is
attracting more workers
from out west. Aaron Hack,
who does the framing for
Westward, is in the process of
hiring three new framers, all
of whom are coming from
B.C. and Alberta.

While tradespeople have
been moving in from
Alberta, Hovdestad said

there is still a shortage of
tradespeople in the
Moosomin area.

Hovdestad says he got into
the home building business

at just the right time.
“There’s a lot of interest in
construction right now, with
the potash mine expansion at
Rocanville and the Seed

Hawk expansion at
Langbank,” he says. “I think
we’re going to be busy for a
long time.”

Raul Loyola has come to
Moosomin from Mexico, via
Alberta.

Loyola was working as a
cabinetmaker in Claresholm,

Alberta—a small community
between Lethbridge and
Calgary—when he got some
calls inviting him to move to
Moosomin.

“Tim Hovdestad called me
and said he was very busy
and needed someone to do
the kitchens in his houses,”
Loyola says. “I was working
lots but not getting ahead.
Everything was getting more
expensive.

“I was very busy in
Claresholm, but there was a
lot of stress.  Calgary was
growing very fast. There was
a lot of construction, but
there was competition for
every job, and everything
needed to be done right
away. I was working long
hours, and I hadn’t had a hol-
iday for three years.”

His wife finally convinced
him to take a break. After a
holiday in Mexico, he
returned to the chaotic con-
struction business around
Calgary, and got one more
call from Hovdestad. “We
came to Moosomin for three
days and we decided we
liked it. It was just too busy
in Alberta. I decided I didn’t
want that kind of life for
myself or for my family.”

Loyola said his business ,
Rakanasha, is doing well,
and he hopes to expand into
more custom-made furni-
ture and possibly even open
a furniture store. 

Raul and his family—wife
Kathleen and daughers
Naomi and Shoshanna—
moved to Moosomin last
summer.

By the way, the family’s
names provide the explana-
tion of one of the most com-
mon questions Loyola has
been asked since coming to
Moosomin—“where does
the Rakanasha name come
from?”

Both Hovdestad and
Loyola say they and their
families are happy with the
move.

“My family likes it here,”
says Hovdestad. “In all of
Saskatchewan, this is the
area to be.”

“We all really enjoy it,”
said Loyola. “We like
Moosomin a lot. The kids
love it.”

Albertans happy with their move to Saskatchewan

Above: One of the homes being built by Westward Homes in
Moosomin, Sask.—a company owned by an Albertan who has
moved to Saskatchewan. The home is being built for another fam-
ily moving from Alberta.

Below: Raul Loyola has moved his cabinetry and finishing car-
pentry business from Alberta to Mooosmin, Sask. Here he shows
off the work he did in Wiebe’s Restaurant, where he built new
tables and did some woodwork.

Consider making the move:

There’s room for you in the Gateway Region

Construction of the Trans-Canada Highway at Moosomin. Development is taking place along the new highway, which is
the last section of the Trans-Canada Highway to be twinned across the Prairies.
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www.seedmaster.ca

1.25” dent depth
0.75” seed depth
1.5” fertilizer to seed lateral separation
0.75” fertilizer to seed vertical separation

SEED
FERTILIZER

18’

80-Foot Air Drill Smart Hitch™ 77-Foot Air Drill - 14” Row Spacing Seed Between Stubble Rows

PACKER WHEEL
a) Fast, accurate depth setting.
b) Flex tire for quick mud release.
c) Maintenance-free bearings and hub.
d) Cast Twine Guard and Mud Guard

NEW PACKING 
FORCE SENSOR

STANDARD 
RESIDUE 
DEFLECTOR

UNIVERSAL 
FERTILIZER 
KNIFE
a) No plugging.
b) Long-wearing 

knives; low cost 
replacement.

c) Aggressive 
penetration 
angle.

d) Carbide tip; 
tapered design.

NO-MAINTENANCE SEED KNIFE
a) Large capacity drop tube.
b) Canola-Corn-Kabuli.
c) Angled carbide; tapered design.

DUAL KNIFE SYSTEM
a) Precision placement.
b) Separate bands for seed 

and fertilizer.
c) Protective wall of soil 

between seed and 
fertilizer.

d) Safely apply high rates of 
any fertilizer or blend.

Displaced soil

Precision. Quality. No Compromises.
For more information contact 1.888.721.3001


